12™ Grade Multicultural Literature and Honors Advanced Composition
Pre-Course Reading Guidelines 2021-2022

Required Reading Philosophy: The Pebblebrook English Department believes that the
required reading assignment is an opportunity for students to establish a broad literary foundation
and exercise independent reading and thinking skills. Students entering ANY English course must
follow the directions below. See chart below for specific reading assignments.

Multicultural Literature

Honors Advanced Composition

Directions: "The Sun Does Shine™ (How |
Found Life and Freedom on Death Row)
by: Anthony Ray Hinton and/or the
American Dream? Pick one of the prompts
below and write a well written essay.

Hinton observes: “in Alabama, justice isn’t
blind” (page 6). Research the founding,
mission, and projects of the Equal Justice
Initiative, Bryan Stevenson’s nonprofit
organization. Why did Stevenson feel there
was a need for the EJI? What are some of
the EJI’s most significant achievements?

The subtitle of The Sun Does Shine is How
| Found Life and Freedom on Death Row.
Examine the development of the themes of
life and freedom in the book, paying close
attention to this paradox of finding life and
freedom on death row

In the Afterword, Hinton gives a list of all
the men and women who sit on death row
in America. He urges readers to “Read
their names. Know their stories” (page
243). Choose one of the names (preferably
from your state, if you live in a state that
allows the death penalty) and research their
story. Write a research paper about their
background, trial, and conviction, trying to
present their story with an
acknowledgment, as Hinton and Stevenson
suggest we should, that they are “more
than the worst thing they have done”.

Hinton discovers that his gift of
imagination gives him a way to mentally
escape the confines of prison. Research the
power of meditation, visualization, and

Directions: "The Sun Does Shine™ (How |
Found Life and Freedom on Death Row) by:
Anthony Ray Hinton

Choose two of the prompts below and create
two well written essays.

Hinton observes: “in Alabama, justice isn’t
blind” (page 6). Research the founding,
mission, and projects of the Equal Justice
Initiative, Bryan Stevenson’s nonprofit
organization. Why did Stevenson feel there
was a need for the EJI? What are some of the
EJI’s most significant achievements?

The subtitle of The Sun Does Shine is How |
Found Life and Freedom on Death Row.
Examine the development of the themes of
life and freedom in the book, paying close
attention to this paradox of finding life and
freedom on death row

In the Afterword, Hinton gives a list of all the
men and women who sit on death row in
America. He urges readers to “Read their
names. Know their stories” (page 243).
Choose one of the names (preferably from
your state, if you live in a state that allows the
death penalty) and research their story. Write
a research paper about their background, trial,
and conviction, trying to present their story
with an acknowledgment, as Hinton and
Stevenson suggest we should, that they are
“more than the worst thing they have done”.

Hinton discovers that his gift of imagination
gives him a way to mentally

escape the confines of prison. Research the
power of meditation, visualization,




mindfulness to help navigate and overcome and mindfulness to help navigate and
stressful situations. overcome stressful situations.

Purchasing Books: You may find all books in the public library, or you may purchase one from
a bookstore or on the internet (Amazon.com, Half.com, Barnes & Noble, The Book House in
Mableton, etc.) If you have any questions, contact English Academic Coach at:

telicia.leonard@cobbk12.org.
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