
JUNIOR YEAR TIMELINE 

 

August  and Sept em ber  
•  Get  ser ious ab o ut  yo ur  schoo lw o rk if  you haven 't  alr ead y; jun io r -year  grad es are 

ext rem ely im p or t an t  in  t he co llege ad m ission s p rocess, as is t h e r igo r  o f  your  

coursew o rk. 

•  At t end  co llege f air s and  gat her  in f o rm at ion . 

•  Talk w it h  your  p aren t s ab out  w hat  lim it at ion s t hey p lan  t o  set  on  w here you'll 

at t end  co llege. Kno w in g now  how  m uch  your  p aren t s w ill con t r ib u t e o r  w h et h er  

t hey ob ject  t o  a cam p us f ar  f rom  ho m e m ay af f ect  your  d ecision  ab o ut  w here t o  

ap p ly. 

•  St ar t  research in g sch o larsh ip s. Yo u m ay f ind  usef u l in f o rm at ion  in  your  schoo l o r  

p ub lic lib rar y and  at  w w w .f inaid .com  an d  w w w .f ast aid .com . 

•  If  you ho p e t o  p lay f o r  a co llege t eam , and  p erhap s q ualif y f o r  an  at h let ic 

scho larsh ip , in t ro d uce yourself  t o  coaches at  co lleges yo u are con sid er ing. 

Oct ober  
•  Take t he PSAT t o  p ract ice f o r  t he SAT I and  t o  q ualif y f o r  scho larsh ip s o f f ered  b y 

t he Nat ional Mer it  Scho larsh ip  Corp o rat ion . 

Decem ber  
•  Review  your  t est  r esult s w it h  yo ur  co unselo r , and  d ecid e w het h er  yo u 'd  b enef i t  

f rom  an  SAT I p rep arat ion  course o r  f ro m  usin g t est -p rep  so f t w are. 

January and February  
•  Ch eck w it h  your  scho o ls t o  see if  t h ey p ref er , o r  req uire, t he ACT, t he SAT I, o r  

neit her . Most  co lleges w ill accep t  eit h er  t est , and  som e co unselo rs r ecom m en d  

t aking b o t h , since m an y st ud en t s d o  b et t er  o n  one t han  on  t he o t her . The ACT 

exam ines know led ge learned  in  schoo l; t h e SAT I is an  ap t it ud e t est .  

March 
•  Id en t if y t he charact er ist ics o f  a co llege t hat  m at t ers t o  you –size, lo cat ion , cost , 

acad em ic r igo r , social environm en t  and  d iversit y, f o r  exam p le. View  co llege 

b ro chures in  your  coun selo r 's o f f ice, o r  search  on line. 

•  Visit  w eb  sit es such  as w w w .co llegeview .com  o r  w w w .review .com  o r  go  t o  

sp ecif ic co llege sit e. Work up  a list  o f  schoo ls t o  visit  d ur ing  sp r ing b reak (o r  in  t he 

f all) w it h  your  p aren t s o r  w it h  a counselo r  w h o  t akes gro up s o f  st ud en t s on  t o ur . 

It 's b est  t o  p lan  t o  b e o n  cam p us w h ile schoo ls are in  session  if  you can , so  t hat  

you can  visi t  classes and  t alk t o  st ud en t s and  p ro f esso rs. 

Apr il and May 
•  Regist er  f o r  Jun e SAT o r  ACT t est s. 

•  Take Ad vanced  Placem en t  t est s if  you are elig ib le, and  p rep are t o  t ake Jun e SAT 

o r  ACT t est s if  you p lan  t o  ap p ly ear ly. 

Sum m er  
•  Send  f o r  co llege ap p licat ions and  t h ink ab out  essay t op ics. Consid er  w hom  t o  ask 

f o r  recom m en d at ion s. 

•  Co un selo r s ad vise en t er ing sen io r  year  w it h  t h ree o r  f our  schoo ls in  m ind  t hat  

are ap t  t o  accep t  yo u and  one o r  t w o  "reaches." If  you haven 't  alread y b een  t o  

cam p us, visi t ing schoo ls now  o r  in  t h e ear ly f all w ill help  you creat e a list . Map  an  

it inerary, and  set  up  ad m ission s in t erview s. 

•  Co m p ile a résum é o f  act ivit ies, honors, lead ersh ip  p osit ion s, and  job  exp er ien ce. 

You'll need  t h is in f o rm at ion  f o r  co llege ap p licat ions and  scho lar sh ip  f o rm s. 

•  Co n t inue t o  r ead  ext ensively and  w o rk on  yo ur  w r it in g skills. 

•  Try t o  f in d  a job  t hat  w ill g ive you exp er ience in  a f ield  t hat  in t erest s yo u and  

t hat  w ill sharp en  your  lead ersh ip  skills as w ell as ad d  t o  your  savin gs accoun t .  



•  Talk honest ly w it h  yo ur  p aren t s ab o ut  ho w  you w ill f inance yo u r  co llege cost s 

and  how  m uch  t h ey exp ect  yo u t o  con t r ib u t e. Co lleges t yp ically exp ect  f r esh m en  

t o  con t r ib u t e ab o ut  $1,500 t o  t heir  ow n  co llege cost s. 


