Walton Governance Board Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2025

In Attendance: 
Neysa Lee
Karen Hallacy
Suzanne Schott
Susan Thrash
Stephanie Santoro, WHS Principal
Yvonne Single, Guest
Seth Brucker, Guest


WGB Business: 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 4:05 pm. 

Minutes from the April 21, 2025 Governance Board meeting were approved as submitted and will be posted on the Walton Website for public review.

Welcome to 2025-27 New Board Members: Yvonne Single and Seth Brucker visited meeting today and were welcomed as incoming Board Members.  The new Board Members will begin their term at the August 2025 meeting and will receive State mandated training as well as WGB specific training. 

Interim Chair Election: To bring the WGB’s annual term in alignment with the State’s calendar, the WGB member’s term will begin on July 1st and end on June 30. Traditionally, the new WGB will not hold its first meeting until August when new officers are elected.  The current Chair, Suzanne Schott, will end her term as a Board member on June 30. To make certain that the WGB will have leadership in place over the summer, Suzanne Schott resigned as the Chair. The Vice Chair, Neysa Lee, asked for a motion to elect a temporary chair to serve from July 1 through the August election. Suzanne Schott made the motion, and Brian Benton seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to elect a temporary chair.  Suzanne Schott nominated Karen Hallacy as temporary chair.  Brian Benton seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to elect Karen Hallacy as the temporary chair. 

Neysa Lee thanked Dr. Stephanie Santoro for leading Walton through this year with grace, perseverance and innovation. Dr. Santoro consistently strives for excellence while always putting the best interest of the Walton students first in every decision.

Principal’s Report: Dr. Stephanie Santoro

Charter Facilities Grant: The grant funds must be spent by June 30th, or the funding will be lost.  Most of the grant monies will go to the Jumbotron.  The remaining funds will go towards smaller projects including interior painting and security doors on the field house. 

Walton Foundation Campaign: The Foundation has decided to move this Annual Fundraising campaign to the Fall Semester to ensure greater participation by parents of seniors.  The Foundation will fund the salaries for 1 full time (English) and 1 part-time (Social Studies) CCSD teacher at Walton for 2025-2026 School Year.  These teachers impact the entire student body by reducing classroom sizes in these core subjects.

Personnel Report: The CCSD hiring freeze expired on May 5.  Dr. Santoro is filling new positions and hiring replacement personnel as current staff members retire. 

Year End Activities: Several teams are still in playoffs and state championship competitions including boys’ soccer, girls’ soccer, baseball, boys’ tennis and girls’ tennis.  The Spring Football Game will be held on May 15 and will also highlight the 50 years of Walton football.

The 2025-2026 School Strategic Plan includes Smart Goals focused on Math, Literacy and Achievement in Specified Subgroups.  Goals and Objectives for the new school year will include Professional Learning focusing on assessments and common grading practices, increasing the number of students meeting benchmarks in grammar, and improving multi-step problem solving in Math including skill development utilizing embedded calculators for online testing.

The meeting was adjourned by Neysa Lee at 4:40pm.  The 2025-2026 WGB will meet in August.


