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One Team, One Goal, Student Success

11th + 12th Grade Family 
Presentation

Taran Smith
Wendy Bucaj

Kell High School
Open House – August 19, 2025
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Stay Connected!
@kellcounseling

https://www.cobbk12.org/kell/page/47041/counseling-department
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Junior Advisement
•Starting in October to the end of the Semester
•30-minute individual meetings with Counselors to discuss 
remainder of high school, post-secondary plans, and to 
update their Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP).

•Be on the lookout next month for communication 
regarding Junior Advisement appointments. 

•Optional for parents to attend, email counselor or inform 
student of desire to attend.
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Want more information about Dual Enrollment?

• Plan to attend the following Information Sessions
• CCSD Dual Enrollment Summit - August 28th at 6pm at the 

Cobb Civic Center
• Kell DE Information Session – September 11th at 5:30pm in 

the Kell Theater

• More information on the DE website –
www.tinyurl.com/KellDE
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Post-Secondary Options

• Apprenticeships and Job Training
• Military
• Specialty Schools
• 2-Year and/or Technical College
• 4-Year College/University
• Other/Gap
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Military and Military Academies

• Speak with a recruiter to learn about 
opportunities available in the military

• Excellent scholarships are available 
for students who pursue ROTC in 
college

• Take the ASVAB for career placement 
and branch eligibility

• Military academy appointments are 
highly competitive, and students 
accepted attend completely FREE
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GEORGIA MATCH
• GEORGIA MATCH is a simple way for 

you to know where you are eligible for 
admission (to be admitted to college), 
based on your high school calculated 
HOPE grade point average (GPA) 
through 11th grade.

• Note: GEORGIA MATCH works with 
public and private accredited high 
schools in Georgia only.

• A senior’s GEORGIA MATCH colleges 
are found on one’s GAfutures Student 
Dashboard.
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Requirements aren’t the same…

• Determined by GA Department of Ed 
(DOE)

• Tracked by you, your teachers, and 
your school counselor

• Are needed before you earn a diploma 
– you graduate if you earn the 
minimum

• Includes 23 required credits in specific 
areas

• Determined by the individual college
• Tracked by you – it is your responsibility 

to find out what the school wants
• Are needed before you can be accepted –

you may not be accepted with just the 
minimum 

• Includes SAT, ACT, Accuplacer

High School Graduation College Admission
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College Entrance Exams
*University System of Georgia Required for Class of 2026*

SAT

• Register www.sat.org
• Free online practice: Khan Academy
• Online ONLY
• Kell School Day SAT Seniors Only Oct 22, 

2025-register mypaymentsplus.com

ACT

• Register www.actstudent.org
• Free online practice: ACT Academy

Students who receive Free and/or Reduced Lunch qualify for fee waivers.  
Please contact your school counselor!

Kell SAT Prep Program
• SAT Review will be after school for 1.5 hours 

• Sept 9, 11, 16, 18, and 30; Oct 2, 7, and 9

• $100 for the 8 sessions, pay on Mypaymentsplus.com (registration limited to 22)
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Paying for College (Financial Aid)
• Scholarships

• Do not have to be repaid. 

• Federal Student Grants 
• Exceptional financial need and who have not earned a bachelor’s or graduate degree
• Do not have to be repaid. 

• Federal Work-study 
• Provides part-time paid jobs for students with financial need.

• Loans (Federal & Private)
• Do have to be repaid and typically include the amount borrowed plus interest.
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Paying for College – HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship

HOPE Scholarship
Basic eligibility requirements:

• Graduate high school with a minimum 3.0 calculated HOPE GPA
• Earn a minimum of four (4) full rigor credits from the Academic Rigor Course List
• Meet U.S. citizenship or eligible non-citizen requirements

Zell Miller Scholarship
Basic eligibility requirements:

• Graduate with a minimum 3.7 calculated HOPE GPA
• Earn a minimum of four (4) full rigor credits from the Academic Rigor Course List
• Earn a qualifying test score on a single administration of the ACT or SAT prior to 

high school graduation. 
• Current Test Score Requirements: 

• SAT: 1200
• ACT: TBD equivalent ACT composite score determined on January 15th
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Paying for College – HOPE/Zell Miller Grants

• HOPE Grant: Available to Georgia residents who are working towards a certificate or 
diploma at an eligible Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) or *Select 5 access 
University System of Georgia Institutions.

• HOPE Career Grant: Available to HOPE Grant-qualified students who enroll in select 
majors specifically aligned with industries in which there are more jobs available in 
Georgia than there are skilled workers to fill them. These industries have been identified 
as strategically important to the state’s economic growth.

• Zell Miller Grant: Available to Georgia residents who are working towards a certificate or 
diploma at a Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) or *Select 5 access University 
System of Georgia Institutions.
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Paying for College – HOPE Program FAQ

• How to apply for the HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship or Grant?
-Complete the FAFSA (Annually) or
-Complete the GSFAPP (Valid for 10 years)

• What’s my HOPE GPA?
-Viewable from the Your HOPE GPA tab from logging in to your GA Futures profile
-Not the same as your CCSD weighted or unweighted GPA

• It is recommended to frequent the GAFutures website for the most up-to-date and 
official information about the HOPE program. 

Your Social Security Number (SSN) must be on file in the Cobb County 
student record system in order to receive any HOPE/Zell Miller funds!
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Naviance
Naviance is a delivery system and college/career search 

engine, but it also how we communicate with YOU and your 
parents, throughout the year.  
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Important Senior College Information & Resources
Helpful guides and resources to assist you with your college application process. These 
will answer MANY of your college app, transcript, and letter of recommendation 
questions.

• Common App Matching: https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancecommonappmatch
• Requesting Transcripts: https://tinyurl.com/kellofficaltranscriptrequest
• Requesting Letters of Recommendation: https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancelorrequests
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Upcoming College Fair
Date: Monday, September 8th
Time: 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Location: Walton High School
Registration Link: https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb

Date: Saturday, September 13th
Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Location: Kennesaw Mountain High School
Registration Link: https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb

College & Career Fair Schedule
• Event Check-In Begins
• College Case Study Workshop: Understanding Selective 

College Admissions
• College & Career Fair
• Additional College and Career Workshops
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Helpful Websites for Senior Year
• ACT: https://www.act.org/

• Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

• Cobb County School District: https://www.cobbk12.org/

• Common App: https://www.commonapp.org/

• Common Black College App: https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/

• FAFSA: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

• GAFutures: https://www.gafutures.org/

• SAT (Collegeboard): https://www.collegeboard.org/
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Other Sessions at Open House 

7:00 – 7:25pm
• 9th & 10th Grades Parent Meeting with Counseling Department - Theater
• Special Education Info Session – Cafeteria 

7:30 – 7:55pm  
• NCAA Compliance Info Session – Media Center 
• Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment – Cafeteria 

7:00 – 7:55pm
• Drop-In FAFSA/College Application Q+A – Media Center
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