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Stay Connected!

@kellcounseling

https://www.cobbk12.org/kell/page/47041/counseling-department

https://www.cobbk12.org/kell/page/47041/counseling-department


Post-Secondary 

Options 



Post-Secondary Options
• Apprenticeships and Job Training
• Military
• Specialty Schools
• 2-Year and/or Technical College
• 4-Year College/University
• Other/Gap



Requirements aren’t the same…
High School Graduation
● Determined by GA Department 

of Ed (DOE)
● Tracked by you, your teachers, 

and your school counselor
● Are needed before you earn a 

diploma – you graduate if you 
earn the minimum

● Includes 23 required credits in 
specific areas

College Admissions
● Determined by the individual 

college
● Tracked by you – it is your 

responsibility to find out what 
the school wants

● Are needed before you can be 
accepted – you may not be 
accepted with just the minimum 

● Includes SAT, ACT, Accuplacer
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4-Year College/University
• Typically have more stringent admission requirements than other post-secondary options

- Factors for college admission consideration:
Rigor of classes, final grades/GPA, test scores (SAT/ACT), extracurricular activities, essays, 
letters of recommendation, demonstrated interest

• On average, it takes a student four years to complete after matriculation from high school

• Best to build a college list, with recommendations to include 1-2 “reach schools”, 2-3 “match 
schools” and at least 1 “safety school”.  

- Reach: Your academic credentials fall below the school’s middle 50% range for the 
freshman class
- Match: Your academic credentials fall within or perhaps slightly exceed the school’s middle 
50% range for the freshman class
-Safety: Your academic credentials exceed the school’s middle 50% range for the freshman 
class, nearly guaranteeing admission

• Check the school’s admission requirements by visiting the school’s website, as requirements vary 
from school to school and year to year
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4-Year College/University
• SAT/ACT test scores are usually required, with explicit score minimums or unless specify 

“test optional”

University System of Georgia (USG) Admissions Requirements
• USG test required: Augusta University, Georgia College & State University, Georgia State 

University (Atlanta Campus only), Georgia Tech, Georgia Southern University (Statesboro 

and Armstrong Campuses only), Kennesaw State University, University of Georgia. 

• USG Test Optional: Students applying to a university not requiring test scores may be 

admitted by meeting minimum test score, Freshman Index, and high school GPA 

requirements, or by meeting a higher high school GPA. This document provides the 

institution requirements to be admitted both with and without test 
https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/assets/student_affairs/documents/USG_FR_Admission_Requireme
nts.pdf

• Test scores will continue to be required to apply for Zell Miller scholarships in accordance 
with state of Georgia requirements.

https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/assets/student_affairs/documents/USG_FR_Admission_Requirements.pdf
https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/assets/student_affairs/documents/USG_FR_Admission_Requirements.pdf
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2-year College/Technical College & Trade School
• Proof of high school graduation/GED is required – providing your final high school transcript will 

satisfy this. Follow the transcript request process to accomplish this.

• SAT/ACT exams are accepted, however the Accuplacer is accepted and often offered directly from 
the school. 

-Less expensive than taking the SAT/ACT and serves as a placement exam vs. admissions 
exam.

• Programs are typically career focused and completed in 2-years or less
- Trains students for a specific job in a career field, immediately ready to work

• Technical/Trade careers can include ones related to: Aviation, Criminal Justice, Welding, 
Cosmetology, Carpentry, Drafting, Automotive Technician, Medical & Dental Assisting, Graphic 
Design, HVAC Technician, Electrician, Paralegal, Early Childhood Care, Horticulture, Accounting, 
Cybersecurity & Networking, Film & Video Production, EMT/AEMT (Paramedic), Supply Chain 
Management, and more!
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Military/Armed Forces
• The six branches are: Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy, Space Force

- Reserve & National Guard are various options within

• Every branch of the military sets its own standards for enlisting, so learn about the 
specific requirements for each, i.e.:

- Citizenship & Residency
- Age limits
- Education: You must have a high school or general equivalency diploma (GED); 

must have a degree from a four-year college to join as an officer
-Testing Requirements: Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
-Physical & Medical Requirements

• In general: (1) Make contact with a branch recruiter, (2) take the ASVAB, (3) graduate, 
and (4) request your final high school transcript

• Additional information can be found online at: https://www.usa.gov/military-
requirements

https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
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Workforce/Apprenticeship

• On-the-job short-term or long-term training is provided by an employer at the beginning 
of a new job.

• Training can last 1 - 5 years, often paid.

• The completion of an apprenticeship is generally associated with skilled labor.

• These kinds of programs can lead to secure and well-paying jobs without the need for 
any college expenses.



Naviance

Naviance is a delivery system and college/career search engine and also how 
we communicate with YOU and your parents throughout the school year.  



Multiple Uses for Naviance

College Planning
College Search, College Visits, Colleges Applying To, Letters of Recommendation

Career Planning & Resume Building
Explore Careers, Clusters & Pathways 

Self-Discovery
Personality, Skills, and Strengths Assessments

Communicating with your School Counselor
E-Mail Capabilities

Scholarship Searches
College-specific, National Search, CCSD-specific

Available to you online, 24/7! 



Logging into Naviance

Navigate to Naviance using your device’s 

internet browser https://id.naviance.com/

 Click the Sign in with Clever blue button.

 Click the Sign in with SAML top button.

 Enter you Cobb County School District 
student email address 
first.last@students.cobbk12.org and 

enter your password.

https://id.naviance.com/


Your Naviance Homepage – Select Your Path



Update Your E-Mail Address

• Updating your account with your personal e-mail address is 
imperative so we can communicate important information 
with you. 

1. Click on the “About Me” link at the top. 
2. Click on “My Account.” 
3. Click on the Pencil Icon in the “Contact” box. 
4. Enter your personal email address. 
5. Click “Save.” 

• REPLACE your CCSD e-mail address with your personal e-
mail address so that you do not miss out on pertinent 
information in relation to your senior year! 



Common App Matching
• The Common App is an undergraduate college admission application that applicants may use to apply to 

any of the 1,000+ member colleges and universities.

• For Common App schools, students are required to match their Common App and Naviance Student 
accounts. 

• Need more help matching your Common App to Naviance? More information and details for requests can 
be found using the Student Guide for Matching Common App Account and Naviance Account 
https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancecommonappmatch

• NOTE: Not all colleges and universities are on the Common App and have their own, individual 
applications that, in most cases, are web-based and can be found via the school’s undergraduate 
admissions website.

https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancecommonappmatch


“Colleges I’m Applying To”

This is how to “manually” add 
colleges/universities to your Naviance 

account, should the college/university not 
be a Common App school or not auto 

populate from your Common App account.



Adding Teacher Recommendation Requests in Naviance
More information and details for requests can be found using the Letters of 

Recommendation Student Reference Guide: https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancelorrequests

https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancelorrequests


Official Transcript Requests*
More information and details for official transcript requests can be found using the Official Transcript 
Request Student Reference Guide: https://tinyurl.com/kelltranscriptrequest

*Students are responsible for completing ALL parts of the above process, or transcripts will not be sent.

https://tinyurl.com/kelltranscriptrequest


College Entrance Exams
Kell High School’s CEEB code: 111992

SAT
• Register www.sat.org
• Free online practice: Khan Academy
• Online ONLY
• SAT scores can only be sent 

directly from the testing agencies 
websites.

Kell School Day SAT Seniors Only
Oct 22, 2025
register and pay online using 
mypaymentsplus.com

ACT

• Register www.actstudent.org
• Free online practice: ACT Academy
• ACT scores can only be sent 

directly from the testing 
agencies websites.

Students who receive Free 

and/or Reduced Lunch 

qualify for fee waivers.  

Scan QR Code or contact 

your school counselor!

http://www.sat.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


College Visits
This is your opportunity to hear from various college admission representatives who visit our school 

to share about their college/university and its respective admissions process. 



College 

Basics
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Understanding Application Types

• Early Decision I & II (Binding) – Cannot apply early decision to other colleges, but can apply regular 
decision. If accepted for early decision, must attend. 

• Early Action (Non-Binding) – Can apply early to other colleges and can apply regular decision. Will 
receive admission decision before regular decision deadlines.

• Rolling Admission – Open admission, decisions given throughout the year as applicants are received 
and until limit set by intuition met. 

• Regular Decision – Standard deadline date established by the institution, with no priority or early 

• Priority Deadline –Similar to rolling admissions, but priority consideration around financial aid, 
housing, etc. is typically offered to these applicants 



6 Steps to the College Process
1. *Determine what college(s) you’re applying to & know their deadline(s)

2. Determine the application type(s) – i.e., Common App, Common Black College App, Direct to Institution

3. Complete your online profile/submit your application(s)

4. Pay application fee(s)

5. Send your test scores directly from the sites (Collegeboard/ACT) – this cannot be done by HS!

6. Use Naviance – our “delivery system” – to: (1) Send your official transcript and/or (2) Obtain 
teacher letter of recommendations

Remember – as the student/applicant, be sure to track your admissions status directly from the 
institutions’ websites. 

*It is highly recommended that you take college campus tours! 
Most (if not all) are free of charge and can easily be scheduled online directly from the college/university's websites.



GEORGIA MATCH

• GEORGIA MATCH is a simple way for you to know 
where you are eligible for admission (to be admitted 
to college), based on your high school calculated 
HOPE grade point average (GPA) through 11th 
grade.

• Note: GEORGIA MATCH works with public and 
private accredited high schools in Georgia only.

• A senior’s GEORGIA MATCH colleges are found on 
one’s GAfutures Student Dashboard.

https://www.gafutures.org/?action=signin


Helpful Websites for Senior Year
• ACT: https://www.act.org/

• Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

• Cobb County School District: https://www.cobbk12.org/

• Common App: https://www.commonapp.org/

• Common Black College App: https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/

• FAFSA: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

• GAFutures: https://www.gafutures.org/

• SAT (Collegeboard): https://www.collegeboard.org/

CLASS 2025

https://www.act.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.cobbk12.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/


Paying for College 

(Financial Aid)



Paying for College (Financial Aid)
• Scholarships

• Do not have to be repaid. 

• Federal Student Grants 
• Exceptional financial need and who have not earned a bachelor’s or graduate degree
• Do not have to be repaid. 

• Federal Work-study 
• Provides part-time paid jobs for students with financial need.

• Loans (Federal & Private)
• Do have to be repaid and typically include the amount borrowed plus interest.
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Paying for College - FAFSA
• FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid

• It is an online application that is completed by students who want the opportunity to receive federal 
funding to pay for college

-Pell Grant (Need based)
-Student Loans

• Must be completed on an annual basis and determines how much money one’s family would be able 
to contribute to the student’s cost of attending college

• Requires federal tax information from student’s family for application completion/submission

• This application can be used to also satisfy the request to receive state funding for the HOPE 
program as well – HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship, HOPE/Zell Miller Grant, and HOPE Career Grant

CREATE A FAFSA ID NOW: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


Paying for College – HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship
HOPE Scholarship
Basic eligibility requirements:

• Graduate high school with a minimum 3.0 calculated HOPE GPA
• Earn a minimum of four (4) full rigor credits from the Academic Rigor Course List
• Meet U.S. citizenship or eligible non-citizen requirements

Zell Miller Scholarship
Basic eligibility requirements:

• Graduate with a minimum 3.7 calculated HOPE GPA
• Earn a minimum of four (4) full rigor credits from the Academic Rigor Course List
• Earn a qualifying test score on a single administration of the ACT or SAT prior to 

high school graduation. 
• Current Test Score Requirements: 

• SAT: 1200
• ACT: TBD equivalent ACT composite score determined on January 15th

https://www.gafutures.org/media/scdfe1zp/academic-rigor-course-october-2023-02122024.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/media/scdfe1zp/academic-rigor-course-october-2023-02122024.pdf


Paying for College – HOPE/Zell Miller Grants

• HOPE Grant: Available to Georgia residents who are working towards a certificate or 
diploma at an eligible Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) or *Select 5 access 
University System of Georgia Institutions.

• HOPE Career Grant: Available to HOPE Grant-qualified students who enroll in select 
majors specifically aligned with industries in which there are more jobs available in 
Georgia than there are skilled workers to fill them. These industries have been identified 
as strategically important to the state’s economic growth.

• Zell Miller Grant: Available to Georgia residents who are working towards a certificate or 
diploma at a Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) or *Select 5 access University 
System of Georgia Institutions.



Paying for College – HOPE Program FAQ

• How to apply for the HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship or Grant?
-Complete the FAFSA (Annually) or
-Complete the GSFAPP (Valid for 10 years)

• What’s my HOPE GPA?
-Viewable from the Your HOPE GPA tab from logging in to your GA Futures profile
-Not the same as your CCSD weighted or unweighted GPA

• It is recommended to frequent the GAFutures website for the most up-to-date and official 
information about the HOPE program. 

Your Social Security Number (SSN) must be on file in the Cobb County 
student record system in order to receive any HOPE/Zell Miller funds!
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Paying for College - Scholarships
• There are a number of different types of scholarships: Academic, Community, Athletic, 

Extracurricular/Hobby, Employer, Military, Need-based, etc. 

• Remember, these (scholarship) funds do not have to be repaid. 

• There are varying scholarship deadlines, so pay attention to when they are and apply by deadline. 

• Where to find scholarships for college?
- Kell Excel Database https://tinyurl.com/kellscholarships2026

- Naviance (Colleges → Scholarships & Money)
- GA Futures (Federal Aid & Scholarships → Scholarship Search)
- Scholly (App. Store & Google Play)  
- College/University Financial Aid Office websites
- Online search engines, i.e. 
Going Merry, FastWeb, BigFuture/Collegeboard

• NOTE: A scholarship and a sweepstakes are not the same thing. 

https://tinyurl.com/kellscholarships2026
https://www.myscholly.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
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Save the Date!
Apply to College Day

Wednesday, November 19th

1st & 2nd Blocks

Senior Push

Wednesday, March 25th
1st & 2nd Blocks



Important Senior College Information & Resources

Helpful guides and resources to assist you with your college application process. These 
will answer MANY of your college app, transcript, and letter of recommendation 
questions.

• Common App Matching: https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancecommonappmatch

• Requesting Transcripts: https://tinyurl.com/kellofficaltranscriptrequest

• Requesting Letters of 
Recommendation: https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancelorrequests

https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancecommonappmatch
https://tinyurl.com/kellofficaltranscriptrequest
https://tinyurl.com/kellnaviancelorrequests
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Stay Connected!
https://www.cobbk12.org/kell/page/47041/counseling-department

@kellcounseling

https://www.cobbk12.org/kell/page/47041/counseling-department
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“Do not go where the path 
may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a 

trail.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Have a Great Senior Year!
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