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        C H A N G I N G  C L A S S E S

One thing that makes middle school

different from elementary school is that

you will change classes.

You will have five academic classes,

including math, language arts, science,

social studies, and reading, as well as two

connections classes.

M U S T A N G  S U R V I V A L  G U I D E

A t  P i n e  M o u n t a i n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  ( P M M S ) ,  o u r  c o r e  v a l u e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  t h e
a c r o n y m  C L I M B .  P i n e  M o u n t a i n  s t u d e n t s  s h o w  C o m m i t m e n t ,  e x e r c i s e  L e a d e r s h i p ,
d e m o n s t r a t e  I n t e g r i t y ,  p r a c t i c e  M i n d f u l n e s s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  B a l a n c e .  T h e s e
e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  t a u g h t  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  a n d
r e v i e w e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  B y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  p o s i t i v e  s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o r
t h r o u g h  o u r  c o r e  v a l u e s ,  o u r  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  s t r i v e  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  m a x i m i z e s  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t i m e ,  i n c r e a s e s  s t u d e n t
a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  f o s t e r s  a  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  s a f e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  W e  n e v e r
s t o p  C L I M B i n g !



C O N N E C T I O N  C L A S S E S

Students attend two periods of Connections each day.  Chorus, band, and orchestra are year-long, and students

will not be moved from these classes without director permission. 

Other connection classes change each quarter to give students the opportunity to be exposed to different

disciplines. 

Chorus (6  - 8  year-long)th th

Chorus is a year-long, performance-based class. All course objectives pertain to the experience of performing

choral music. Students will learn to read music at sight (sight-reading), notate music, use proper breath

support, use appropriate posture for singing, use good diction, sing in a head voice with appropriate tone, and

light choreography. They will experience music of all genres and many different cultures.

Band (6  - 8  year-long)th th

The purpose of the band program is to give students a solid foundation in the basics of music and to provide

the opportunity to enhance this knowledge through performance. The following topics will be covered as our

skills develop throughout the year: proper posture, breathing techniques, characteristic tone quality, rhythmic

studies, articulation, major scales, musical terms, music theory, music history and band literature. 

Orchestra (6  - 8  year-long)th th

The following topics will be covered as our skills develop through the year: characteristic tone quality of string

instruments, rhythmic studies, bowing technique development, left-hand finger patterns, scales and arpeggios,

ear training, music reading, music vocabulary, shifting, vibrato, music theory, music history, composer study,

orchestral literature, and musical creativity. 

Physical Education (6  year-long - 7  & 8  one semester)th th th

Students who are not enrolled in a music class may have a year-long PE class. The goal is for all students to be

introduced to and learn about a variety of physical activities, team and individual sports, as well as to increase

overall fitness and health.

Project Lead the Way (6  nine-weeks) ; Foundations of Computer Programming (7  one semester) ;
Technological Systems (8  one semester )

th th

th

The purpose of Project Lead the Way is to develop technological literacy as part of all students' fundamental

education through an activity-based study of past, present, and future technological systems and their

resources, processes, and impact on society.

Art (6  year-long - 7  & 8  one semester)th th th

Students will participate in both written and studio production activities which include; art history, art criticism,

aesthetics, and art production. Through looking at, talking about, and making art, students can develop a

positive appreciation for the arts as well as an informed understanding of the art process. We also offer a high

school art class to eighth graders that is based on submitted portfolio in 7  grade.th

Spanish (6  year-long - 7  one semester);  Spanish 1 High School (8th grade year-long)th th

This class is designed for the novice Spanish speaker. Students will build skills in listening, speaking, reading,

and writing during instructional lessons. Gradually students will begin using Spanish to respond to questions,

ask questions, make requests, and navigate through basic introductory conversations. Additionally, the culture,

perspectives, practices, and products of various Spanish-speaking countries will be explored.  We also offer a

high school Spanish 1 class in 8  grade.  This class is an advanced content class based on established criteria.th

Health Education (6  year-long - 7  & 8  one semester)th th th

In the health education class, students will learn about factors that affect health and how the choices they

make can impact their health.



W H Y  E V E R Y O N E  I S
D O I N G  Y O G A ,  A N D
Y O U  S H O U L D  T O O

Weather:  If you have a student in the Cobb County

School District, your information is ALREADY in our

Automated Contact System and you will receive

notifications by every means you have provided to

your local school (landline, cell phone, text, email,

etc.) . However, it is critical that you make sure we

have your most up-to-date numbers and addresses.

Calendar:  You can access up-to-date school

calendars at CCSD School Calendar.

L O C K E R S  &  P H O N E S

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  l o c k e r s .
S p e c i f i c  l o c k e r  a c c e s s  t i m e s  w i l l  b e
p r o v i d e d .  L o c k e r s  a r e  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .
S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  n o t  s h a r e  a  l o c k e r  n o r
s h a r e  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  l o c k e r .
C e l l  p h o n e s  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e s
s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  a  s t u d e n t ’ s  a s s i g n e d
l o c k e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  b a c k p a c k ,
l u n c h  b o x ,  e t c .

C e l l  p h o n e s / e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e s  s h o u l d
a l w a y s  b e  k e p t  i n  a  s t u d e n t ’ s  l o c k e r .  T h e
s c h o o l  i s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l o s t ,  s t o l e n ,
o r  d a m a g e d  d e v i c e s .

W E A T H E R  
&  C A L E N D A R

B U S  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
             Students must ride their assigned bus, and

appropriate behavior is expected at all times. Riding the bus

is a privilege, and we want everyone to enjoy a safe and

respectful ride. Please follow all bus rules—students who do

not may lose the privilege to ride. Always listen carefully to

bus announcements for updates and instructions.

In the afternoons, students often have questions about

where their buses are located. You can verify your bus

number and pick-up/drop-off times by [clicking here].

We’re excited to introduce Here Comes the Bus, a new app

that allows you to track your child’s bus in real time. The app

is available for download in the iTunes App Store and Google

Play Store

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  u s e  t h e
t e l e p h o n e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  f o r
e m e r g e n c y  p u r p o s e s  o n l y . I f  a  p a r e n t
n e e d s  t o  c o n t a c t  a  s t u d e n t  ( e m e r g e n c y
o n l y ) ,  t h e  p a r e n t  c a n  c a l l  a n d  l e a v e  a
m e s s a g e ,  a n d  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  w i l l  r e l a y  i t
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t .

G R A D E S

Your grades will be taken from your
daily class work, homework, quizzes,
tests, and any special projects.
Numerical grades are used on the
report card. The current grading scale
is:

A = 90 – 100
B = 80 – 89
C = 74 – 79
D = 70 – 73
F = below 70

If a student is having difficulty in a
class, it is important for the student to
seek help from the classroom teacher

Teachers have help sessions before
tests and at other times when a
student indicates that help is needed.  
These sessions are before or after
school. Check with your teacher.

Pine Mountain Middle School breaks
the school year into four, nine-week
grading periods. Report cards are
issued electronically at the end of each
quarter. Progress reports are available
between report cards. ParentVUE is
available for parents/guardians and
students to access grades and
attendance 24/7. 

Weekly updated grades will be
available each Thursday. As a result,
progress reports and report cards are
not printed and distributed to families.

E A R L Y  C H E C K  O U T S  
Your student will be called to the front office

upon your arrival. Parents/guardians will sign out their

students at the front office. If someone other than the

enrolling parent/guardian is to check the student out, this

person must be listed by the enrolling adult on enrollment

forms. The enrolling adult may update the names of

individuals allowed to check out students using the

ParentVUE system. Anyone checking out a student must

provide a picture ID. No students will be allowed to check

out after 3:45 pm.

https://www.cobbk12.org/page/59/calendar#monthview
http://transportation.cobbk12.org/livewqweb/webquery/
https://www.cobbk12.org/page/19019/here-comes-the-bus


W H A T  A R E  C L I M B  D A Y S ?

W H Y  E V E R Y O N E  I S
D O I N G  Y O G A ,  A N D
Y O U  S H O U L D  T O O

Our school's activities and programs could not exist

without the PTSA volunteers. Being a member of

this organization provides you a way to stay

informed about school events, offers a variety of

programs designed for parents and students, and

provides parental support through sharing ideas,

concerns, and experiences with other parents and

educators in the community. Plan to join and

volunteer for this valuable organization as soon as

possible.

I N T R A M U R A L S  &  C L U B S

A l t h o u g h  t h e  I n t r a m u r a l  P r o g r a m  i s  a n
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  c l a s s ,
a n y  s t u d e n t  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e — y o u  d o  n o t
n e e d  t o  b e  e n r o l l e d  i n  P E  t o  j o i n .
I n t r a m u r a l s  o f f e r  e x t r a  t i m e  f o r
c o m p e t i t i v e  g a m e s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  p r a c t i c e ,
a n d  s k i l l - b u i l d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .

A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  v a r i e d  t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  f u n  a n d  e n g a g i n g
e x p e r i e n c e s .  S i n c e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i s
c o n n e c t e d  t o  o u r  P E  c u r r i c u l u m ,  s t u d e n t s
m u s t  d e m o n s t r a t e  g o o d  b e h a v i o r  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e .

P A R E N T  T E A C H E R
S T U D E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

I n t r a m u r a l s  a r e  h e l d  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h
T h u r s d a y  a t  8 : 1 5  a . m .  C o m e  j o i n  t h e  f u n
a n d  s t a y  a c t i v e !  

A  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s t u d e n t  c l u b s  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,
i n c l u d i n g  C h e s s ,  C R E W ,  F L Y ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
C u l t u r e  a n d  C u i s i n e ,  J o u r n a l i s m ,  J r .  B e t a ,
M e n d e r s  &  M a k e r s ,  a n d  t h e  P T S A  C l u b .
C l u b  m e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r
s c h o o l .  A  f u l l  l i s t  o f  a v a i l a b l e  c l u b s  a n d
m e e t i n g  t i m e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  o u r
w e b s i t e

The CLIMB Behavior System aims to teach the Pine Mountain core values to students while

combining acknowledgment of positive student behavior, maximizing instructional time,

increasing student achievement, and fostering a productive and safe learning environment. The

core values represented in CLIMB include exercising Commitment, showing Leadership,

demonstrating Integrity, being Mindful, and maintaining Balance. These expectations are

explicitly taught to our students at the beginning of the school year and reviewed as needed. 

Each Friday, our PMMS students participate in instructional and behavior periods called CLIMB

Academic Period and CLIMB Behavior Period. This means that on Fridays students will have nine

periods of classes (students have 7 periods of classes on Monday – Thursday). CLIMB is

approximately 40 minutes and is part of our school’s RTI process. CLIMB is also a part of our PBIS

program. The CLIMB Period allows our PMMS staff members the opportunity to provide support to

our students in one of the following areas: 

1. CLIMB Instructional Period (every Friday morning)

CLIMB Instructional Period provides students enrichment or remediation opportunities for

the standards being taught based on summative assessments (like chapter tests).

2. CLIMB Behavior Period (every Friday afternoon)

CLIMB Behavior Expectation provides students enrichment or remediation opportunities

based on our core values and the behaviors that reflect within those values.

We want to reward students who consistently demonstrate Pine Mountain Middle School’s CLIMB

values: Commitment, Leadership, Integrity, Mindfulness, Balance.  One way we do this is through

Fresh Air Fridays and other special activities that students earn by meeting our behavior

expectations.  Keep CLIMBing and make it a great day.



W H Y  E V E R Y O N E  I S
D O I N G  Y O G A ,  A N D
Y O U  S H O U L D  T O O

D R E S S  C O D E

The Cobb County School District recognizes

that the dress and grooming of students,

individually and collectively, are significant

factors in the successful operations of our

educational program. One of the

educational responsibilities of the school is

to help make students aware that

appropriate appearances and hygiene are

conducive to the well-being of themselves

and others.

Each student will be expected to maintain a

standard of dress and grooming consistent

with the level of formality of the school

situation. We seek the assistance of parents

in monitoring their child(ren)’s clothing to

ensure that it is appropriate for the

classroom.

Clothing that is distracting, disruptive, or

creates an unsafe situation may not be worn

to school. If a child is not appropriately

dressed, a parent may be contacted. The

dress code applies to all school functions.

These minimum standards should help

define appropriate school dress:

Rule of “thumb”: Look in the mirror just

before leaving your home. If you doubt what

you are wearing, you should consider

wearing something else. Don’t forget:

Clothing must be modest and not revealing

or provocative. 

C l o t h i n g  m u s t  b e  m o d e s t  a n d  n o t
r e v e a l i n g  o r  p r o v o c a t i v e .  T a n k
t o p s  a n d  h a l t e r s  a r e  n o t
p e r m i t t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t a n k  t o p s
m a y  b e  w o r n  u n d e r  a  j a c k e t  o r
s w e a t e r .  C l e a v a g e  m u s t  n o t  s h o w .  
C l o t h i n g  m u s t  b e  w o r n  a s  i t  w a s
i n t e n d e d  -  o v e r a l l s  s e c u r e d  o v e r
b o t h  s h o u l d e r s ,  p a n t s  w i t h  b o t h
l e g s  d o w n  e t c .
C l o t h i n g  m u s t  n o t  r e v e a l
u n d e r w e a r .  C l o t h i n g  m u s t  n o t  b e
s e e - t h r o u g h  o r  r e v e a l  t h e  m i d r i f f
o r  b u t t o c k s .  
N o  s a g g i n g  p a n t s :  a l l  p a n t s  w i l l
b e  w o r n  a t  t h e  w a i s t .  
N o  p a j a m a  p a n t s  o r  h o u s e
s l i p p e r s .
B i k e  s h o r t s  ( l i k e  s p a n d e x  t y p e  o f
s h o r t s )  c a n  b e  w o r n  i f  t h e
b u t t o c k s  a r e  c o v e r e d .  
N o  h a t s ,  s t o c k i n g  c a p s ,  d o - r a g s ,
b a n d a n a s ,  s w e a t  h e a d b a n d s ,
f o r e h e a d  b a n d s ,  h o o d s ,  e t c . ,  c a n
b e  w o r n  i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
S t u d e n t s  m a y  n o t  w e a r  c l o t h i n g
t h a t  d i s p l a y s  o r  a d v e r t i s e s
o b s c e n e  s l o g a n s  o r  s i g n s ,
p r o f a n i t y ,  g a n g  s y m b o l s ,  g a n g -
r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  o r  a n y
s u b s t a n c e  i l l e g a l  f o r  m i n o r s ,  s u c h
a s  b e e r ,  t o b a c c o ,  e t c .  
C l o t h i n g  o r  o r n a m e n t a t i o n
a d v o c a t i n g ,  p r o m o t i n g ,  o r
s u g g e s t i n g  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y  i s
p r o h i b i t e d .  

H E L P F U L  R E S O U R C E S

P a r e n t V u e  –  A l l o w s  y o u  a c c e s s  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  a t t e n d a n c e ,  g r a d e  b o o k ,
d a i l y  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  a n d  s c h e d u l e .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  e m a i l  t e a c h e r s  f r o m
t h e  w e b s i t e / a p p .  Y o u r  u s e r n a m e  a n d  p a s s w o r d  w i l l  b e  w h a t  y o u
c r e a t e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  y o u r  s t u d e n t .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u p d a t e  y o u r
c o n t a c t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  P a r e n t V u e .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  
 

S t u d e n t V u e  i s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e e  t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  g r a d e s . T h e
a p p  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  i T u n e s  a n d  G o o g l e  P l a y  S t o r e .

S t u d e n t s  a r e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w h e n  p a r e n t s  a r e
a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e i r  s t u d e n t ’ s  l e a r n i n g .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  C T L S
P a r e n t  P o r t a l ,  p a r e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  s a m e
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  u s e  i n  C T L S  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  s t u d e n t s
k n o w .  T h e  a p p  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  i T u n e s  a n d  G o o g l e  P l a y  S t o r e .

https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://www.cobbk12.org/page/39309/how-to-update-student-and-family-information-in-parentvue
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://www.cobbk12.org/pinemountain/page/69487/ctls-in-use-at-the-mountain
https://www.cobbk12.org/pinemountain/page/69487/ctls-in-use-at-the-mountain
https://www.cobbk12.org/pinemountain/page/69487/ctls-in-use-at-the-mountain
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx


D R E S S  C O D E
M y P a y m e n t s P l u s  i s  a  c o n v e n i e n t  a p p  t h a t  a l l o w s  p a r e n t s  a n d
g u a r d i a n s  t o  m a k e  s e c u r e  p a y m e n t s  f o r  s c h o o l - r e l a t e d  e x p e n s e s ,
s u c h  a s  f i e l d  t r i p s  a n d  o t h e r  s c h o o l  f u n c t i o n s .

P i n e  M o u n t a i n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  h a s  a  g r e a t  w e b s i t e  w i t h  l o t s  o f  g r e a t
i n f o r m a t i o n .  F a c u l t y  &  S t a f f  –  H e r e  i s  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  e m a i l
a d d r e s s e s  f o r  a l l  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f .  
M r .  N e l s o n  s e n d s  o u t  o u r  w e e k l y  n e w s l e t t e r  “ T h i s  W e e k  a t  t h e
M o u n t a i n ”  e v e r y  S u n d a y  t h r o u g h  C T L S .   P l e a s e  b e  s u r e  y o u r  c o n t a c t
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  c u r r e n t .

Meet & Greet August 1st
First day of school August 4th
Digital Learning Day August 18th
Holiday - School Closed September 1st
Picture day September 4th
Holiday - School Closed September 22-26
Digital Learning Day October 13th
Early Release - School Conference Week
October 14  - 17  th th

Holiday - School Closed November 4  th

Holiday - School Closed November 24-28
Digital Learning Day December 2  nd

Early Release December 18  th

Early Release December 19  th

Holiday - School Closed December 22 -
January 5

I M P O R TA N T  D AT E S

L u n c h  M e n u s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  m o n t h l y  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  l u n c h .  T h e  c o s t
o f  b r e a k f a s t  i s  $ 2 . 5 0  a n d  l u n c h  i s  $ 3 . 5 0    T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  a p p l y  f o r
f r e e  o r  r e d u c e d  l u n c h  i s  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e .  M y S c h o o l B u c k s  i s  a n  a p p
u s e d  t o  a d d  m o n e y  t o  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  a c c o u n t  a s  w e l l  a s  e s t a b l i s h
b a l a n c e  a l e r t s .    

https://www.cobbk12.org/foodservices/page/45098/paying-for-meals
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://www.cobbk12.org/pinemountain/page/4869/faculty-staff
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://www.cobbk12.org/foodservices/page/35131/menus
https://www.cobbk12.org/foodservices/page/47586/free-and-reduced-information
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home



