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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Barber Middle School

If a student is absent, the student must bring a note from a parent or physician explaining the reason for the absence.  All absence notes are due by the third day following the absence.  If an absence note is not received, the absence will be considered unexcused.  Cobb County School District recognizes the following as EXCUSED absences:
· Personal illness
· Serious illness or death in the immediate family (mother, father, siblings, grandparents, step-parents, or legal guardian)
· Observance of religious holidays 
· When mandated by governmental agencies such as a court order
· Conditions which render school attendance impossible or hazardous to one’s health and safety
· Participation in an official District performing arts program performance
· [bookmark: _Hlk170216093]A student whose parent/guardian is in military service and parent has been called to duty, is on leave from, or immediately returned from deployment shall be granted up to five school days per year to visit with parent/guardian as it relates to leave or deployment.
· A student whose parent/guardian is currently serving or previously served active duty in the armed forces, Reserves on extended active duty, or in the National Guard on extended active duty shall be granted up to five school days per year to attend military affairs sponsored events, provided the student provides documentation prior to absence from a provider of care or sponsored by a medical facility of the US Department of Veterans Affairs.
· Students shall be counted as present who:
· Are a foster care student who attends court proceedings related to foster care (lives in a foster home or under the care of DFCS)
· Are serving as Pages in the GA General Assembly for days or class periods missed from school
· Who participate in an activity or program sponsored by 4-H
Penalties:
Pursuant to the Georgia Compulsory Attendance Statute, O.C.G.A. § 20-2-690, et seq., a parent or legal guardian who fails to send his or her child to school may be charged with a misdemeanor. At its discretion, a court having jurisdiction may subject the parent or guardian to a fine not less than $25.00 and not greater than $100.00, imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days, community service, or any combination of such penalties, if found guilty of violating the Compulsory Attendance Statute. Each day's absence after the child’s school system notifies the parent, guardian, or other person who has control or charge of a child of five unexcused days of absence for a child shall be considered a separate offense as related to the penalty.
The Student Attendance policy, JB-R, can be viewed in its entirety on the following page.

After three (3) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: The Teacher will contact the parent or guardian by telephone, letter, or through parental conference regarding attendance.
After five (5) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: A letter will be sent from a school administrator to the parent or guardian regarding attendance.
After seven (7) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: A School Social Worker referral will be generated.
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