2026-2027 Cell Phone and Electronic Devices Policy
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY.
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Dear Parents:
House Bill 340, known as the Georgia Distraction-Free Education Act, bans personal communication devices such as smartphones, tablets, smartwatches and headphones in elementary and middle schools.  This includes any time while on school grounds, instructional time, breaks, transitions, assemblies and other school-related activities.  The law is in effect July 2026.  Exemptions are allowed for students with Individualized Education Plans or medical plans requiring device use.

Historically, Barber MS has had a cellphone policy in place due to an increase in cyber bullying nationwide, an increase of distraction due to cell phones, and we have seen a decrease in appropriate social interaction between students, and we decided that cell phones and all other electronic devices (i.e. cell phones, tablets, iPods, PSPs, Smart watches, audio ear pieces/air pods, headphones, etc.) must be turned off, including the notification setting, upon arrival at school.  Beginning at 8:50, all personal electronic devices must remain in the student’s bookbag until the end of the school day.  Students cannot be on their device until they are at the bus port (not walking to the bus port) or in the car rider line at the end of the day. 

If a teacher allows BYOD for a specific class period, students will be given permission in that class period to retrieve the devices.  Any personal devices seen or heard at any time without specific permission will need to be turned into the front office (see the consequences below). 

Students will be reminded of the Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy during the first week of school and throughout the school year; however, after the first week, there will be consequences for failure to adhere to the Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy.  

1st Offense	First Week of School Warning ONLY				No Parent Phone Call
Students will be allowed to place phone or device in bookbag/locker.	

Starting August 10, if students violate the Cell Phone Policy which aligns with the MS Student Code of Conduct policy:
F. Personal Communications/Electronic Devices
1. Elementary and Middle School: Students shall not use, display, or turn on smart watches, cellular phones, video phones, or electronic devices during instructional time, class change time, recess, breakfast, or lunch.  The Principal shall determine specified times on campus when electronic devices may be used for instructional purposes. Students will need to turn phones into the front office if they are seen or heard.

2nd Offense	Phone Turned into the Front Office		Parent Phone Call & Admin Conference
3rd Offense	Phone Turned into the Front Office 		Parent Phone Call & 1 Day of ISS
4th Offense	Phone Turned into the Front Office 		Parent Phone Call & 2 Days of ISS
5th Offense	Phone Turned into the Front Office		Parent Phone Call & 3 Days of ISS
Students who continue to submit their phones to the front office beyond the fifth offense will receive an office referral for insubordination each time their phone is turned in which may result in out-of-school suspension.

If your student had to turn in his/her device to the front office, a parent/guardian must come to the front office to retrieve it and sign for the device.  Phones WILL NOT be released to your student at the end of the school day.

Field Trips – Students may only use their personal electronic devices when given permission at specific time(s) and place(s). An electronic device without permission will be turned in.

Early Morning Supervision/Study Hall (8:15-8:50)- Cell phone or personal electronic devices (as defined above) are NOT permitted. Students may use their school laptops (if assigned), or they will be allowed to complete work in the Media Center after it opens at 8:30 (as space permits).

Parents, we need you to partner with the school on this policy.  Therefore, we ask parents not to text or call students on their cell phones during the school day. (All calls/texts during the school day, including those from parents, are a violation of the policy.) Students may receive a pass to the front office to contact a parent/guardian.  Parents/Guardians, if you need to contact your child during the day, please call the front office at 770-975-6764.  

Thank you for your cooperation and support as we strive to minimize distractions due to cell phones and electronic devices, encourage appropriate social interactions with peers, and to be laser-focused on teaching and learning. This letter serves as the official introduction and warning about cell phones and electronic devices.  

Student Name (please print):____________________________HR Teacher/Grade:_________________
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________________
Parent Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________________
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