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     Summer reading slumps, also referred to as 
summer slides, are avoidable. Reading quality 
literature over the summer for at least 30 minutes 
each day can prevent a summer slump for many 
young readers.  According to research conducted by 
Jimmy Kim, “reading four to five books during the 
summer was potentially enough to prevent a decline 
in reading achievement from spring to fall”.    
Therefore, to support our incoming 4th graders, 
teachers have selected a variety of age-appropriate 
texts that are sure to capture the attention of readers. 
 

     Katherine Applegate’s One and Only Ivan series is 
our required text.  It’s a fictional fantasy that 
explores some common fourth grade themes of 
change, community, and hope.  In addition, we have 
several optional titles for readers to choose from:  
The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary, When Stars 
are Scattered, The Unteachables, Fish in a Tree, Ways to 
Make Sunshine, and Who was Harriet Tubman?  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                  
      
                                        
 Happy Reading,  
4th Grade Team 

The Last Fifth Grade of 
Emerson Elementary,       

by Laura Shovan  
(Realistic Fiction told in 

verse) 

One and Only Ivan OR 
 One and Only Bob (if you’ve 

already read Ivan)  
by Katherine Applegate  
 is our required text. 

Fish in a Tree, 
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt  

(Realistic Fiction) 

The Unteachables 
by Gordon Korman 
(Realistic Fiction)  

 

Who was Harriet Tubman? 
by Yona Zeldis McDonough 

  (Nonfiction) 

When Stars are Scattered 
by Victoria Jamieson and 

Omar Mohamed  
(Graphic Novel) 

 

Ways to Make Sunshine 
by Renee Watson 

(Realistic Fiction Growth 
Mindset) 
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Math Fact Fluency-Students are expected to achieve 96% accuracy when given 100 equations in under 5 ½ 
minutes by the end of 4th grade in all four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division).  This 
includes addends 0-9, and factors 0-12. 
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