Advanced Placement Program

What is the Advanced Placement (AP) Program?

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program for college-level courses and exams that gives
high school students the opportunity to receive advanced placement and/or credit in
college. About 1.2 million students participate in the AP Program each year, usually
through an AP course. Walton offers 35 AP courses.

What are AP courses?

AP courses are introductory college courses, so they are not easy, but neither are they
impossibly difficult. An AP course will be more demanding than a regular high school
course. They often require more time and work, but the AP courses give you greater
depth. A student should realize that taking an AP class is a serious commitment.
Students should give careful thought to which and how many AP courses to take in one
year. The purpose of this booklet is to help students clearly understand course
requirements and expectations.

Why take an AP Exam?

Satisfactory grades on AP examinations offer many benefits which may enhance your
applications for college admissions, placement, and scholarships. You may also receive
college credit based on your AP scores. If a student does not take the AP examination,
they will receive honors credit instead of AP credit on their transcript.

AP exams are administered each year in May. An exam contains both multiple-choice
and free-response questions that require essay writing, problem solving, and other skills.
Every examination receives an overall grade on a five-point scale.

Scale:

5- Extremely well qualified
4- well qualified
3-qualified

2-possibly qualified

1-no recommendation

Advanced Placement Program

AP Grade Reports are available electronically through the student’s College Board
account in early July, and if the student has requested it, to the designated
colleges.

Each college decides how much credit to award for AP scores. You can find this
information for the college(s) you are interested in by using the AP Credit Policy
search at

www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy.



http://www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy

The Hope of the Future

For students from many backgrounds, the challenge of AP courses
helps to focus students’ interests as they begin to plan for their future.
In fact, recent research following AP students into college shows that
these students are more likely than other students to take additional
courses in the academic departments for which they received AP
credit, and to major in the subject of their AP course work. AP
courses, modeled on rigorous, evidence-based standards, give
students the preparation they need to not only enter college but to
graduate. Research has shown that 45 percent of students who take
one AP Exam graduate on time from college and 61 percent of
students who take two or more AP exams graduate on time from
college.

Measuring Success

Walton AP Exam Results

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
AP International 1 1 o) 1 3
Scholars
AP Scholars with 366 361 327 328 341
Distinction
AP Scholars with 148 126 127 106 159
Honors
AP Scholars 207 180 189 192 199
Capstone Diplomas 10 11 20 17 11
AP Seminar and - - 1 1 -
Research Certificate
AP Candidates 1395 1290 1226 1207 1276
AP Exams Scored 2981 2728 2772 2577 2806
Percent AP Scores of 3+ 90.47 86.51 89.31 93.45 93.65




AP Information for Students

AP can change your life...and you don’t have to be one of the top students in your class!
Through college-level AP courses, you enter a universe of knowledge that might
otherwise remain unexplored in high school; through AP Exams, you have the
opportunity to earn credit or advanced standing at most of the nation’s colleges and
universities.

Why Participate?

With 35 courses to choose from, AP offers something for everyone. The only
requirements are a strong curiosity about the subject you plan to study and a willingness
to work hard. Here are just a few reasons to sign up:

Broaden Your Intellectual Horizon:
e Explore the world from a variety of perspectives, most importantly your own.
e Study subjects in greater depth and detail.

e Assume the responsibility of reasoning, analyzing, and understanding for
yourself.

Gain the Edge in College Preparation:
e Get a head start on college-level work.
e Improve your writing skills and sharpen your problem-solving techniques.
e Develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work.

Stand Out in the College Admissions Process:
¢ Demonstrate your maturity and readiness for college.
e Show your willingness to push yourself to the limit.
¢ Emphasize your commitment to academic excellence.



AP Information for Parents

The AP Program gives students a chance to try college-level work in high school
and gain valuable study habits. Students earn a “qualifying” grade on an AP
exam. There are thousands of colleges worldwide that will give them credit or
advanced placement for their efforts. AP Exams and courses offer students a
chance to:

e Study a subject in greater depth
Know his/her capabilities
Gain a clearer idea of his/her future plans
Develop skills and study habits vital to college
Improve admissions eligibility
Prepare for the unexpected
Save money
Get a head start for college
Become eligible for Scholars Awards

Students should talk to their guidance counselors to see if AP courses are right for
them.

Students and Parents

As students plan their schedules, they should also consider time commitments
required in extracurricular and outside activities. Carefully review the course
descriptions before you make your decisions.



AP Art & Design:

Introduction: Students enrolled in the AP Art & Design course will be expected to produce
art in a variety of media, technique, and subject matter. Emphasis is placed on drawing from
observation, exploring drawing issues, the application of color and design principles,
understanding the fundamentals of two-dimensional design, the development of a body of
work that is a student’s own choosing, recognition of the history of art and its role in the
development of visual ideas, and application of the critique process in written and oral form.
Students are expected to work both in class and at home throughout the school year. All
assignments are to be turned in completed and on time. This course emphasizes art as an
ongoing process that involves the student in informed and critical decision making. The course
teaches students to understand artistic integrity as well as what constitutes plagiarism. If
students produce work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’
works, the course teaches students how to develop their own work so that it moves beyond
duplication®. This is a full-year course developed to accommodate students who have
demonstrated a strong interest and commitment to excel in application of 2-dimensional
design concepts and drawing skill in art making. These students will complete an AP Art and
Design portfolio with an emphasis on composition and using the Elements of Art to activate
Principles of Design and showing technical skill in a variety of media and familiarity of
traditional and contemporary approaches to art making. Research, suggested field study
opportunities, and regular oral and written critiques will be integral parts of this course. All
students will submit a portfolio at the end of the course that has followed the AP Art and
Design Portfolio Submission requirements. With direct teacher instruction, the emphasis will
be placed on the development of the AP Portfolio. Students will complete both sections
(Sustained Investigation and Selected Work Section) of the portfolio.

Specific Skills for Success:
e Aspiration to develop college level artwork and participate in critiques
e Willingness to learn and 100% effort in all projects and critiques
¢ Commitment to learning and coming to class prepared with materials and completed
projects.

Out of Class Commitments:

“At Home” works and summer assignments

Students will complete a finished work every two weeks in a semester. Students will be given
subject matter or actual materials with which to complete their pieces, and we will critique
them in class on Thursdays. After the critiques, students will have three days to elaborate and
rework their projects. Completed “At Homes” will be submitted digitally on Mondays. Class
participation is mandatory — students will lose points if they do not participate in the critiques.
Students who do not meet the deadlines for the critiques will automatically lose 25 points on
their “At Home” grades. These assignments should show evidence of 3-5 hours of work each.

Student Comments:
“AP Art & Design develops your artistic voice.”
“AP Art has enabled me to explore different media and techniques to improve my art.”

Contact Person: Kathleen Petka
kathleen.petka@cobbki2.org



mailto:kathleen.petka@cobbk12.org

AP Art History

Introduction: AP Art History is an integrated humanities course that offers the serious student
the opportunity to explore the history of art from ancient times to the present, all from a global
perspective. Through readings, research, digital images, video, and museum visits, students will
view significant artworks from around the world. Students will write through the description,
analysis, and comparison of these works. Students are encouraged to draw on their knowledge of
history and culture to address significant historical events, art periods/styles, specific artworks,
and issues/themes that connect the artworks studied within this course.

Specific Skills for Success:
¢ Enthusiasm for art!
e  Mature study habits
e Critical analysis skills such as the ones used in literature and history.
e Comfortable writing solid paragraphs
e Confidence in class discussion
e Detailed notetaking
e Strong memorization skill
e Curiosity and interest in learning
e NO artistic ability necessary!

Out of Class Commitments:
e Textbook readings
e Periodic museum visits and film viewings
e Daily journal writings (majority in class)
e Exploring video links and websites as assigned
e Studying for tests, quizzes
e  Group projects & partner work
e Roughly 30 minutes of homework nightly
e Compiling an analytical notebook of works

Student Comments:

e “.simultaneously the most intensive and most interesting class I've ever taken!”
“Ilove being able to talk about art in an educated way!”
“Enjoy the artworks, because there are a LOT of neat ones we cover”
“Don’t be afraid to interact in class...make your opinions heard!”
“Time management is key...don’t procrastinate and you’ll love this class!”
...provides an education in culture & changes the way you look at buildings.”
...takes time & self-discipline (like any AP) but the material makes it worth the time!”
...such as beneficial class. Everywhere I go, I see things that we have learned in class!”
...I'am so glad I took this class!”

Primaray Textbooks:
Stokstad, M. Art History, revised 2nd ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2005.

Recommended Text:
Strickland, C. The annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistory to Post-
Modern, 2nd ed. New York: Andrews McMeel Publishing, 2007.

Contact Person: Esther Smith, esther.smith@cobbki2.org
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AP Biology

Introduction: Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory
college biology course taken by biology majors. This course aids in the development of the
processes of scientific inquiry and thinking. In AP Biology, life is explored as it evolved from the
basic molecular structure and function of the cell all the way through complex organ systems of
plants and animals. This exploration of life will cover four Big Ideas and the enduring
understandings identified in the Curriculum Framework defined by College Board. The Big Ideas
encompass the core scientific principles, theories, and processes governing living organisms and
biological systems. (CR2). These include how the process of evolution drives the diversity and
unity of life (Big Idea 1), how biological systems use free energy and molecular building blocks to
grow, reproduce, and maintain dynamic homeostasis (Big Idea 2), how living systems store,
retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes (Big Idea 3), and how
biological systems interact, and how these systems and their interactions possess complex
properties (Big Idea 4). In investigating these Big Ideas, the course covers topics such as
biochemistry, cell structure and function, metabolism, genetics, molecular basis of inheritance,
DNA technology, evolution, microbiology, plants, animals, animal physiology and ecology. Big
Ideas 1-4 are connected to applicable Enduring Understandings (EU) within each unit of study.
Just as the Big Ideas suggest, these topics are interwoven, having changed together over time, no
one topic exists independent of the others. AP Biology will also help students develop a
conceptual framework for modern biology and gain an appreciation of science as a process.

Specific skills for success:
e Self- motivation and organization needed to complete tasks
e Ability to read and understand large amounts of material independently
e The ability to use deduction and inferences
e A desire to learn more about biological topics
e Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry are pre-requisite
e Appropriate math and analytical skills for data collection and analysis
e Good writing skills

Out of Class Assignments:
e 1.5 hour a night completing homework assignments and reading textbook.
e Extensive periodic assignments throughout the semester.
e The AP College Board recommended labs completed outside of regular class time at
teacher directions.
e Lab evaluations of data collected in lab environment done independently in report form.

Student Comments:
e  “This course will give you a great experience on what college is like.”
“You get to learn how biology and chemistry interrelate when doing labs in A.P. Biology.’
“I like this class because it describes vividly the processes of life.”
“I like the synthesis of topics that takes place in A.P. Biology.”
“I like this class because science and biology have always fascinated me.”
“It has more self-learning with great labs”
“I like A.P. Biology because I get to learn how life functions, survives, and adapts.”

5

Text: Biology 11th AP Edition by Neil Campbell and Jane Reece published by Benjamin
Cummimgs.

Contact Person: Doug Wolfe, douglas.wolfe@cobbki2.org
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AP Calculus AB

Introduction: The AP Calculus AB course is designed to prepare students to be mathematically
proficient at the college calculus level. Students are expected to take and be successful on the AP
Calculus AB exam, thereby earning college credit for differential calculus (approximately 3 credit
hours). The class is designed to be the equivalent of a first semester college calculus course
devoted to topics in differential and integral calculus. The concepts are presented and tested in
analytic (symbolic), graphical and tabular frameworks.

Specific Skills for Success:

Very strong background in Precalculus (Algebra & Trigonometry)
Commitment to do homework

Ability to work independently

Intrinsic motivation to work hard and seek help when needed
Problem-solving skills

Out of Class Commitments:

0-45 minutes for homework daily

1 hour preparation for quizzes

2 hours preparation for tests

4-6 hours preparation for final exams

12-18 hours outside of class preparing for AP Exam

Student Comments:

“Do your homework”

“Know trigonometry, especially the unit circle”

“Take organized notes”

“Ask questions when you don’t understand”

“Do a good job on your “skinny” project. It will help you so much.”

Text:
Sullivan & Miranda: Calculus for the AP Course, Bedford Freeman & Worth
A graphing calculator is required (at least a TI-84)

Contact Person:

Farrah Gamel, farrah.gamel@cobbki2.org


mailto:farrah.gamel@cobbk12.org

AP Calculus BC

Introduction: The AP Calculus BC course is designed to prepare students to be mathematically
proficient at the college calculus level. Students are expected to take and be successful on the AP
Calculus BC exam, thereby earning college credit for differential and integral calculus and infinite
series (approximately 3-6 semester credit hours). The class focuses on the study of differential and
integral calculus including polar and parametric equations and includes a full treatment of Taylor
Series and series convergence. The concepts are presented and tested in the analytic (symbolic),
graphical, and tabular frameworks.

Specific Skills for Success:

Very strong background in Precalculus (Algebra & Trigonometry)
Commitment to do homework

Ability to work independently

Intrinsic motivation to work hard and seek help when needed
Problem-solving skills

Out of Class Commitments:

0-60 minutes for homework daily

1 hour preparation for quizzes

2 hours preparation for tests

4-6 hours preparation for final exams
12-18 hours preparation for AP Exam

Student Comments:

“Do your homework.”

“Don’t be afraid to ask questions.”

“This class doesn’t just teach you calculus, it teaches you how to think mathematically. You learn
to approach problems from a logical standpoint as opposed to plug-and-chug.”

Text:
Sullivan & Miranda: Calculus for the AP Course, Bedford Freeman & Worth
A graphing calculator is required (at least TI-84)

Contact Person:
Jan Miller and Jennifer Phillips
Jan.Miller@cobbk12.org or Jennifer.Phillips@cobbki12.org
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AP Chemistry

Introduction: AP Chemistry is a freshman college level study of matter and its changes for
motivated, independent learners who have a passion for science and problem solving. The course
introduces students to several broad fields of chemistry including Physical Chemistry
(thermodynamics), Organic Chemistry (carbon chemistry), Analytical Chemistry (lab techniques),
and Inorganic Chemistry (metals and metalloid chemistry). This course is taught with several
goals in mind, four of which include:

1. providing college-level chemistry instruction
2. providing college-level laboratory experiences
3.  providing extensive experiences for students to learn using conceptual models
including graphs, equations and particulate diagrams
4.  preparing students for the AP Exam in such a way that they will have an optimum chance

for success

Specific Skills for Success: good organizational skills; ability to think abstractly and logically;
good lab skills; good observation skills; willingness to learn new and difficult material

Out of Class Commitments: Some WEB or after school labs (arrangements will be made for
after school sanctioned activities), and up to 1 hour of homework each night.

Student Comments:

“Not an easy class, but if you are willing to work hard you can be successful”

“There is no bs in this class. You make or break your grades and yourself.”

“It’s a tough class but you can get the grade you want with hard work.”

“AP Chemistry was a great learning experience. The material is challenging but so interesting,
and the influence of your classmates and teacher helps you focus and strive for an A in the class”

Text:
Zumdahl, S.S., Zumdahl, S.A., & DeCoste (2017). Chemistry. Cengage Learning
ISBN-13: 978-1305957404

Contact Person:

Amanda Edwards, Amanda.edwards@cobbki2.org
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AP Chinese

Introduction: The AP Chinese Language & Culture course is designed to be comparable to
fourth semester (or the equivalent) college/university course in Mandarin Chinese. The AP course
prepares students to demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across the three
communicative modes (Interpersonal, Interpretive and Presentational) and the five goal areas
(Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) as outlined in the
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21t Century. The goal of the AP Chinese
Language and Culture course is language proficiency. Language proficiency means that the
student can perform in Chinese to accomplish tasks and interpret and exchange information.
Language proficiency is a broad skill. It is not limited to memorizing a word list, filling in a
worksheet and using structures in a textbook. Language proficiency, from the AP perspective,
includes the ability to interpret difficult authentic materials (meant for native speakers), and
communicate in a culturally appropriate manner. AP students should acquire linguistic skills and
cultural knowledge, as well as strategies that help them understand context, infer meaning and
make correct choices in communication. AP students should utilize analytical skills, in addition
to other skills, to function in Chinese. Its aim is to provide students with ongoing and varied
opportunities to further develop their proficiencies across the full range of language skills within a
cultural frame of reference reflective of the richness of Chinese language and culture. The course
focuses on language proficiency while interweaving cultural content and providing for frequent
formative assessment of students’ developing proficiency. Instructional materials and activities
are carefully and strategically adapted from authentic sources to support the linguistic and
cultural goals of the course.

Specific Skills for Success: Developing students’ awareness and appreciation of the elements
of the culture of Chinese-speaking people is a pervasive theme throughout the AP Chinese
Language and Culture course. The course engages students in an exploration of both
contemporary and historical Chinese culture. Because the course interweaves language and
culture learning, this exploration occurs in Chinese. Students develop the speaking proficiency to
be able to create a level-appropriate speech or report, produce a newscast or video, and narrate
pronunciation and intonation. They also develop the ability to write and speak in a variety of
settings, types of discourse, styles and registers. Students express themselves in writing on topics
they have researched. They use a variety of written discourse styles, including descriptive,
narrative, expository and persuasive. Employing the organization, vocabulary, and structures
appropriate to the purpose of their writing, students make themselves understood to an audience
of readers with whom they will not have the opportunity to exchange further information and
ideas. While handwriting skill is essential in composing written work, students are provided with
extensive training in computer keyboarding to meet the needs of the current technological society.

Out of Class Commitments: Reasonable homework to review class work and to lay a
foundation for the next area of study.

Contact person: Rachel Cook

Xiaoman.Cook@cobbki2.org
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AP Comparative Government

Introduction: AP Comparative Government is a one-semester source designed to expose
students to the exciting world of comparativist studies. The course will provide students with an
insight into the politics of six major powers throughout the world: Great Britain, Iran, Russia,
China, Nigeria and Mexico. With this study, students will comprehend the vast diversity of
political structures, their workings and how to evaluate the operability of government practices.
Ultimately, students will bring their knowledge to bear so that they have an array of options and
practices to choose from when contemplating how best to tackle problems in an increasingly
interconnected and globalized world.

Specific Skills for Success: Knowledge and interest in government systems. Curiosity about
foreign governments and culture. Analytical skills. Students should also be prepared to read
independently and work in a team on assigned research assignments.

Out of Class Commitments: Outside reading from selected articles and/or parallel reads
(Note: No assigned textbook reading). Students are also expected to keep up with current events.

Student Comments:

"AP Comparative Government and Politics was a challenging yet insightful course which proved
incredibly useful in my continued study of International Affairs at the college level. As a course,
due to the ever-changing nature of global current affairs, AP Comp Gov does not fail to stay
relevant to the surrounding world nor does it fail to change in new and exciting ways. Mr. Davila
does an incredible job of preparing his students for the AP exam, and through a mix of projects,
lectures, and discussions you will all be prepared for whatever the College Board- or even Mr.
Davila- throws your way. As a student at the Elliott School of International Affairs at George
Washington University, I have used what I learned in AP Comp Gov. in my classes or even in
conversations with members of the Foreign Service, Senators, and foreign ambassadors. This
class was incredibly valuable to me in terms of helping me envision my future career and
developing a work ethic that has helped me have a successful first semester in college. I hope all of
you gain as much from this class as I did."

Nicholas Zviovich

Walton HS Class of 2016

Elliot School of International Affairs at George Washington University Class of 2020

“Comparative Government was hands down one of the most beneficial classes I took during my
class at Walton. I was challenged by my instructor and peers in ways that resulted in incredible
academic growth. Ilearned how to have civil debates on topics of political interest, a skill I use
regularly at my college.”

Erin Davenport

Walton HS 2014

Davidson College class of 2018

Text:
None. Selected readings, articles and narrated PowerPoints.

Contact Person:
Mr. Marco Davila-Robertson
Marco.davila@cobbki2.org
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AP Computer Science

Introduction: AP Computer Science A is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in
computer science. The course emphasizes both object-oriented and imperative problem solving
and design using the Java programming language. Topics include problem solving, design
strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data structures), approaches to processing
data (algorithms), analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social implications of
computing.

Prerequisite: AP Computer Science Principles A&B

Specific Skills for Success:

Interests in programming / software development
Comfortable with mathematical and logical reasoning
Ability to think creatively

Attention to details and precision

Readiness to accept challenging tasks

Out of Class Commitments:

Programming assignments are assigned periodically (roughly one every 2 weeks). Sufficient time
is allotted in class, but students may need additional time to complete these assignments. Free,
industrial-level software is available for students to download and install on their home
computer. Additionally, students will be assigned programming-based questions that should be
completed out of class.

Texts:
Big Java, Horstmann, Wiley

Software:
Java SES8, Oracle
IntelliJ, JetBrains

Contact Person:
Whit Hubbard, whitney.hubbard @cobbki2.org
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AP Computer Science Principles

Introduction: AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching
the underlying principles of computation. The course uses the Java programming language to
introduce students to the creative aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data
sets, the Internet, cybersecurity concerns, and computing impacts.

Prerequisite: GSE Algebra

Specific Skills for Success:

Interests in programming / software development
Comfortable with mathematical and logical reasoning
Ability to think creatively

Attention to details and precision

Readiness to accept challenging tasks

Out of Class Commitments:

Programming assignments are assigned periodically (roughly one every 2 weeks). Sufficient time
is allotted in class, but students may need additional time to complete these assignments. Free,
industrial-level software is available for students to download and install on their home
computer. Additionally, students will be assigned programming-based questions that should be
completed out of class.

Software:
Java SES8, Oracle
JjGrasp, Auburn University

Contact Person:
Whit Hubbard, whitney.hubbard @cobbki2.org



mailto:whitney.hubbard@cobbk12.org

AP English Language and Composition
(and World Literature [10th])
(and American Literature [11th])

Introduction: AP English Language and Composition is a two-semester college level course for
“high school students who are interested in studying and writing various kinds of analytic or
persuasive essays.” AP English Language students read works that “emphasize the expository,
analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional
communication.” Students will be able to discuss their ideas openly and without prejudice.
Understanding rhetoric better will teach these AP students to thoughtfully make choices in their
own work and discourse, developing their personal writing style and honing effective means of
communication. Writing is a mandated part of this curriculum, with the focus on prose analysis
and synthesizing. Students are given ample opportunities for revision and improvement. We
validate sources and explore the concept of argument through an exploration of articles and
sources necessary to synthesize a topic. Peer editing is also a major component of the class. We
examine the canons of argument and rhetoric. With a thorough study of the characteristics of the
different modes of discourse, students will learn terminology necessary to allow them to express
their ideas with the language of rhetoric. Recognizing that today’s students also use technology
and visuals in their personal and professional lives, AP English Language students learn how the
rhetorical situation connects to the broad scope of media. Because our students live in a highly
visual world, we also study the rhetoric of visual media such as photographs, films,
advertisements, comic strips, and videos. Through exposure to these different mediums and
examinations of their components, students will become global learners and better critical
thinkers.

Specific Skills for Success: Students need to be highly motivated and interested in learning
how to analyze reading selections in order to offer a critical argument of their own.

Out of Class Commitments: Students will spend their time outside of class engaged in critical
reading, revising and reflection that will build towards performance tasks that occur both in (i.e.,
assessments) and out (i.e., projects) of class.

Text(s):
Kirszner, L.G. and Mandell, S. R. Patterns for College Writing: A rhetoric reader and guide.
Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2010. Print.

Contact Persons: Tim Church and/or Kara Staruch
Timothy.church@cobbki2.org
Kara.staruch@cobbki2.org
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AP English Literature

Introduction: The Advanced Placement Program, which the College Board has sponsored since
1955, offers able and ambitious high school students an opportunity to study on a college level
and then, depending on examination results, to receive advanced placement credit when they
enter college. The course is for students capable of doing college-level work in English while they
are in secondary school. These students are the ones willing to devote the energy
necessary to complete a course more rigorous and demanding than other high
school English courses designed for the college-bound students. The aims of the AP
English course are both ambitious and general. The course attempts to teach students to write
well about something important and to develop in them the skills of a mature reader. In the AP
course, students are involved in both the study and practice of writing about literature.

Specific Skills for Success: Requiring a broad base of knowledge, the class asks students to
respond at the highest levels of application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. Having a
willingness to be introduced to multiple strategies involving critical reading and writing along
with a strong work ethic is imperative.

Out of Class Commitments: The majority of the homework is reading; therefore, students
should be willing to read at least thirty minutes per day. Students are expected to read an average
novel length of 200 pages within a 2-3 