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Dear Dodgen Students,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 School Year!  In the pages that follow, you will find important information to help you have a positive day each day!  If you have questions along the way, please reach out to us.   I recommend that you contact our school staff in the following order: Teacher / Grade Level Counselor / Grade Level Assistant Principal / Principal.      Let’s have a fantastic school year!

Dr. Patricia Alford, Principal

SCHOOL HOURS     The school day is from 8:50 AM to 4:15 PM.
Our front office is open from 8:15 AM to 4:30 PM. If you enter the building before 8:45 AM, you will report to an assigned supervised study hall area. Please do not plan to arrive before 8:15 AM unless you are attending a morning activity. You may not leave campus before afternoon dismissal unless an authorized adult signs you out. You should leave campus at dismissal unless you are attending a staff supervised activity after school. Supervision is not available after 4:15 PM unless you are involved in an activity.

ARRIVAL

Students may head to class once the morning bell rings at 8:50 AM.  Please arrive between 8:50 AM and 9:05 AM and head to your homeroom which starts officially at 9:05AM.   Attendance is taken and daily announcements are made.  Tardies are marked at 9:10 AM.
LATE ARRIVAL

Arriving on time is a life skill. You should always make your best effort to be on time to school and to each class. If you are tardy, you must sign in through the attendance office with either a parent present or a note indicating the . Unexcused tardiness to school or repetitive unexcused tardiness to class can result in disciplinary action.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

CCSD has adopted the following policy to address unexcused absences.

· After 3 Unexcused Absences – school staff will contact your parent or guardian by telephone, email, letter, or through a parent conference.
· After 5 Unexcused Absences - a letter will be sent home to your parent/guardian expressing concern your attendance and informing them that 7 or more unexcused absences could result in a referral to the School Social Worker for future assistance regarding attendance.
· After 7 Unexcused Absences - the School Social Worker will be consulted to determine if a referral is needed.

GRADE REPORTING

All grades are reported electronically, which means that progress reports and report cards are no longer printed, except in cases where a student has a D or F in a class. The dates for grade reports are available of the Cobb County School District calendar. You and your parents have access to your grades at all times through our online system, StudentVUE and ParentVUE. We provide login information for this system at the start of the school year.  Contact our front office if you need help accessing ParentVUE.
	GRADING SCALE
	
	

	A:
	90-100
	D:
	70-73

	B:
	80-89
	F:
	69 and below


C: 74-79

CONDUCT GRADES

The following interpretation of grades in conduct should be of help to you:

· Satisfactory - Conduct that generally follows classroom and school expectations and does not interfere with the learning of others.
· Needs Improvement - Conduct that frequently causes class disruptions and does not always conform to classroom and school expectations.
· Unsatisfactory - Conduct that consistently causes class disruptions or interferes with the learning of others, and often does not conform to classroom or school expectations.

HOMEWORK

Homework is an extension of the skills introduced during your school day, and it will count toward your grade in each class. Create a system (Sticky Note on your laptop, to-do list, etc.) to write down your assignments and stay organized.

CTLS/TEACHER COMMUNICATION Teachers update CTLS at least weekly.  Please check CTLS regularly for information regarding class work and homework assignments.   For missed assignments, absences, and asynchronous learning days, CTLS is your resource!  
EARNING PROMOTION

In order for you to earn promotion to the next grade level, you must meet all of the following middle school promotion criteria:

· Pass math, English/language arts and one additional core subject for the year or demonstrate minimum proficiency on the appropriate state-adopted assessment in math, English/language arts and one additional core subject.  
· Earn a combined overall passing average for all scheduled courses for the year; and
· Demonstrate an appropriate level of reading comprehension as measured by Lexile score.

LEARNING COMMONS

Our Learning Commons is open Monday through Friday from 8:15 AM until 4:15 PM.  It may be accessed before school with a pass.  You have access to an abundance of resources including print and audio books, and a wealth of digital resources, articles, and databases through the Cobb Digital Library. The Learning Commons also offers fun activities and challenges through our MakerSpace!  Visit the Dodgen Learning Commons web link from our school’s website for more information.

LUNCH
· If you arrive without money, students may charge a small amount in middle school.  

· Charges are not allowed for adults or for a la carte items.   
· If you forget your lunch money and cannot charge, you may be provided an alternate meal (sandwich/milk).
· Free/ reduced price lunch applications are distributed on the first day of school and are available in the cafeteria during the year.
· Please do not have fast food brought in for lunch.
· You may use the computerized debit system to purchase lunch using your student number. Payments into your lunch account may be made in person or online through www.mypaymentsplus.com.
· Please visit the Food and Nutrition Services website for current meal prices, menus, nutrient analysis, staff contacts, or to make payments at www.cobbk12.org.
CLINIC

The clinic is open 9 AM – 4:15 PM and closes for lunch for 30 minutes at 1:00 PM.

MEDICATION

All medications, both prescription and over-the-counter, require a signed authorization form. Please contact our nurse or our front office to be sure that the needed forms are signed for medicine to be administered at school. Bring all medications in the original container with your name on it. Do not share medications, even over-the-counter items such as Tylenol, Advil, etc., with other students. Please be aware that the school cannot supply any type of medication for students.

INTRAMURALS

Intramurals are an extension of physical education and provide a fun opportunity for morning exercise and competition through team sports such as flag football, soccer, basketball, and Danish rounders. Intramurals are open to all students before school from 8:15 AM– 8:50 AM. In order to participate, you must arrive by 8:20 AM. The schedule is located in the gym and is subject to change.

COUNSELING

The Dodgen counselors are here to help and support you to have the best school day possible. They are happy to meet with you to talk about organization, stress, friendship, career development, changes in your family, or anything else you want to discuss. Counselors work with students in different ways, so they can meet individually or with a group. Sometimes your whole class will participate in classroom guidance opportunities.  Let them know how they can support you.

EMERGENCY DRILLS & ALARMS When you hear the fire or emergency alarms, stop what you are doing, be absolutely silent, and follow your teacher's directions. There can be NO TALKING during emergency drills. Respond to every drill as if it were the actual/real thing.   You will practice a variety of drills during the year – Code Red, Severe Weather, and Fire Drills are held regularly.  
CAMPUS VISITORS/VOLUNTEERS All visitors and volunteers on campus are required to show identification and “buzz in” at the front doors. Every visitor you encounter should be wearing a CCSD badge or a visitor’s sticker from the front office. If you see anyone without a badge or sticker, alert the nearest staff member immediately.

CARPOOL

For your safety, please ask your parents to drop you off and pick you up only in the carpool lane along the sidewalk in the front of the building. There is not after-school supervision; all students should be off campus by 4:30 PM each day.  Cars should not enter the bus drop-off area. The full procedures are on our webpage.

LAPTOPS
Students are encouraged to check out a district-issued laptop for use in school each day.  Each night, please fully charge your laptop and bring it back to school the next day.  Laptops should always remain in the protective case that that is issued when you check out the device.  For repairs, please visit the kiosk in the learning commons.  Please take care of your laptop and do not personalize the laptop with stickers or other decorations.  The laptop will be yours until graduation or withdrawal from the District.  
DODGEN’S SCHOOL-WIDE BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS


PANTHERS R.O.A.R!

Every Dodgen student is expected to show…

R – Respect
     O – Ownership
      A – Acceptance
    R – Readiness

CELL PHONES/DEVICES

You may not use cell phones or electronic devices during the school day, and they may not be visible for any part of the school day.  This is now a state law.  Silence your cell phone/device and put it away from view, preferably in your backpack.  Phones may not sit out on tables or be held in your hands.  If you violate this expectation and use your phone during the day without permission, your device will be collected. Your parent/guardian will have to come into the front office during office hours to retrieve it. Consequences will apply for repeated violations.
COBB COUNTY BEHAVIOR POLICIES Cobb County J-Policies concerning student behavior are provided to you in the electronic Parent Information Guide and are available online at www.cobbk12.org.  Disciplinary consequences will arise from behavior that violates the CCSD J-Policies.  Dodgen Administration will also review these policies with you at the start of each semester through an assembly.   It is your responsibility to follow these policies and be aware of consequences. 
BUS CONDUCT

Buses are an extension of the school building. The Cobb County School District J-Policies for behavior provided in the electronic Parent Information Guide and online at www.cobbk12.org apply both at school and on the school bus. In addition, Dodgen participates in the Safe Rider Transportation Program. All students riding the school bus must have a signed contract on file with the bus driver.




DODGEN STUDENT DRESS CODE

All students shall be required to maintain the level of personal hygiene necessary to ensure a healthful school environment and to refrain from any mode of dress which proves to contribute to any disruption of school functions. The faculty and staff of Dodgen Middle School support the belief that students who maintain a high standard in appearance are more likely to achieve success. Clothing worn during the school week should reflect a commitment to academic excellence.

The Dodgen Student Dress Code is in alignment with the Cobb County School District Board Policy JCDB-R, which can be viewed by clicking here.  
The minimum standard of dress shall be as follows:

· Appropriate shoes shall be worn (no slippers, house shoes).

· Midriffs shall be covered. 

· Appropriate undergarments shall be worn and may not be visible. 

· Strapless garments shall be worn with a jacket. 

· Tank-tops shall be worn with a jacket. 

· Appropriate skirts/shorts, as determined by the school administration, may be worn. 
(Dodgen recommends that students wear skirts/shorts at or below mid-thigh; at all times skirts and shorts must fully cover the backside)
· No caps, hats, bandanas nor hoods covering the head are to be worn in the school buildings during the school day unless there is a special activity during which they are deemed appropriate by the school administration. Administrators shall evaluate requests to wear coverings in accordance with sincerely held religious belief on a case-by-case basis. 

· Clothing or ornamentation that does any of the following is prohibited: 
     a. Displays or advertises substances illegal for minors. 
     b. Displays suggestive phrases, designs, markings, or 
         profanities. 
     c. Advocates, promotes, or suggests illegal activity. 

**Teachers and administrators shall enforce the dress code, and the Dodgen administration shall be the final judge as to the appropriateness, neatness and cleanliness of the wearing apparel, or whether or not apparel is disruptive, unsafe, or in violation of the dress code.  If in doubt, do not wear the outfit. 

STUDENT RIGHTS/RESPONSIBILITIES As Dodgen students, you have specific rights and responsibilities.

RIGHTS

You have the right to….

· Be an individual
· Be treated fairly
· Be given a list of expectations and policies
· Make choices
· Learn in a safe environment
· Use the various areas of the school 
· Know how you will be graded
· Know your grades
· Be absent for an approved reason and make up assignments that you may miss
· Ride the bus to and from school safely
RESPONSIBILITIES

You have the responsibility to…

· Respect others as individuals
· Keep your hands to yourself at all times

· Treat others fairly and with respect
· Read and be familiar with all expectations and policies
· Accept the consequences of your decisions

· Do your part to help keep your school safe by reporting any unsafe or threatening conduct to a staff member immediately
· Follow the rules of the school and keep it clean
· Come prepared and work hard
· Monitor your progress and do your best 
· Bring a note for your absences, and makeup work within the time limit
· Follow district and driver bus rules to keep your bus safe
· Have a pass to travel within the building

CONNECTIONS
Dodgen offers the following Connections classes: Art, Project Lead the Way, Theater, Health, Physical Education, Band, Orchestra, and Chorus. In 8th grade, students also have the option to take Broadcast/Yearbook or Visual Arts Composition.
Art

The Dodgen Art Program develops success through a deliberate break down of the creative process and problem solving through design. Students will learn about the Elements and Principles of Design and they will use these to positively critique artwork responsibly and respectfully. Each project will be introduced with a connection to Art History or a Modern Artist. Students will learn that the process of making art is as important as the final product.

Visual Arts Composition - 8th grade – HS Credit
At the end of 7th grade, strongly creative students can apply for the opportunity to take a year-round art course in their 8th grade year for high school credit. The Advanced Art student will complete a portfolio, maintain good grades in class, and submit two county assessments in order to receive a full high school credit.
Project Lead the Way

Our PLTW course introduces students to the basics of computer science, programming, and robotics to help prepare our students for future opportunities in STEM fields, which are in increasingly high demand.

Theater
Students in this class will explore acting and improvisation. They will also learn the basic techniques of acting, character and voice development, speaking and presentation skills, storyboarding, and scriptwriting.
Broadcasting/Yearbook – 8th Grade
At the end of the 7th grade year, interested students can apply for this course.  Broadcasting students will work to create our daily broadcast content, scripts, videos, and learn skills for in-front-of and behind the camera.  This is a year-long class.  Yearbook students will design and publish the school yearbook and end-of-year slideshow.  

Band

6th Grade –The curriculum is designed for the beginning player of woodwind, brass and percussion instruments. No previous experience is required. Emphasis is placed on achieving each instrument’s characteristic tone quality, music reading skills, and ensemble performance skills. The 6th grade band presents at least two concerts, with additional performance opportunities available.

7th Grade –Builds on individual and group skills developed in 6th grade. Many new opportunities are available, such as extracurricular ensembles and auditions for honor groups such as District Honor Band and All State. Students present at least three concerts, including an evaluated performance for the Georgia Music Educators Association. 
8th Grade –Focuses on refining all previously introduced performance skills to a high level. Many students move into leadership positions in the extracurricular ensembles program. The band presents at least five performances, including High School Band Nights and a Disney World performance! Completion of 8th grade band qualifies all students for membership in their high school band, with many receiving placement into advanced groups.

Orchestra

6th Grade –Classes are geared for the beginning player and do not require any experience or prior knowledge. Students develop performance, music reading, and basic music composition skills. There are three concerts presented during the year.

7th Grade –Continues the second year of study on your instrument to further develop your skills. Students participate in 4-5 concerts per year including District Music Festivals and in a variety of extra orchestral activities.

8th Grade –Masters the skills from the previous two years and develops advanced technique on your chosen instrument. The focus is on the application of skills through the various pieces of orchestral literature. Students participate in 4-5 concerts per year including District Music Festivals. They are also qualified to join their respective high school organizations following middle school.

Chorus

Dodgen offers Chorus at all grade levels. Each course is a year-long class designed to develop the skills and techniques necessary for strong choral singing. Students have opportunities for small group and individual performances as well as large group. The chorus presents programs and concerts for a variety of audiences as a part of its class activities.

Health and Physical Education

The Health and Physical Education program provides each student with the information and skills needed to be active and healthy for a lifetime. In addition, physically fit students are more likely to be academically successful.

All students must change into gym shorts, athletic shoes, and t-shirt for Physical Education. Each student is provided a locker and lock in the dressing room. For security, all personal items must be stored in the locker when a student leaves for an activity. 
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WHAT IF YOU…?

Need to Make a Phone Call - Please get a pass from your teacher to come to the front office.  It’s important when calling from school that you leave a message.  This helps parents not to panic when they know why they received a phone call from school. 
Need to Leave Class - You are required to have a signed and dated pass from a teacher to leave your assigned area. 

Need to Submit a Payment for a School Function Primarily, we use MyPaymentsPlus for most school payments.  Students may also use a payment envelope. Fill out the outside of payment envelope completely and place it into one of the black boxes located around the building.

Need to Leave School During the Day - If you need to leave school before 4:15 PM, bring a note from your parent stating the reason and pickup time along with your name and homeroom teacher. Take your agenda to the attendance office in the morning to receive an early dismissal pass. When your parent arrives, he or she should come in to sign you out from the attendance office. Parents should be prepared to show proper ID at check-out.

For safety reasons and to minimize disruption to our academic time, there are no checkouts after 3:45 PM each day. If you need to leave early, you will need to be checked out either before 3:45 PM or wait until dismissal.

Have Been Absent - Within three days of your return to school, bring a note from your parents or doctor explaining your absence. Be sure to check CTLS and ask your teachers about make-up work upon your return. For absences of three days or more, requests for missed work can be made through the front office or directly to the teachers when a student misses the third day. During any illness, students should check their teachers’ CTLS pages for missed assignments. Please note that we do not provide work in advance of absences for sporting events, family travel, or vacations.



Miss the Bus - If you miss the bus in the morning, your parents will need to bring you to school. It is unlikely you will miss your bus after school. We make every effort to get all students on the buses. If an issue arises, come to the front office to call your parents.

Arrive Tardy to School - If you arrive at school after 9:10 AM, you must be accompanied by a parent to the attendance office or have a note to be marked excused. Tardiness is determined by the same guidelines that determine an unexcused absence. Multiple unexcused tardies will result in disciplinary consequences.

Have Lost Something - Lost and found is located in the closet next to the gym. Please label all jackets, PE clothes, etc. with your name. At the end of each quarter, we donate lost and found to a charitable organization.

Need to Change Your Bus Arrangements - If you need to ride a bus other than your usual one or get off your bus at a different stop, your parents must sign a transportation change form. This form is available under the transportation tab at www.cobbk12.org Bring this note to the front office early in the day to be verified and signed.  Due to space constraints, not all changes can be granted. Without a signed pass, you will not be permitted onto a different bus. No passes can be signed in the bus lanes at dismissal time. These changes/passes are for one day only.

Have Lost or Damaged Text, Laptop or Library Books – Any computers, textbooks or library materials checked out to you are your responsibility. If you lose or damage your book, let your teacher or librarian know.   Laptop repairs for minor and accidental damage may take up to a week (or more!).  Excessive repairs, intentional damage, or lost materials may require payment for the replacement cost.   
Need to Withdraw from School - Your parents should contact the attendance office of the school to begin this process. You need to return all school materials and library books and pay any fines due. The adult who enrolled you will complete a withdrawal form and receive a copy to present when enrolling you in your new school.




          Student Handbook











