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COLLEGE LIST ESSAYS

CAMPUS VISITS SAT/ACT

RESUME/REC FORM $$$$$$$

REC LETTERS

WHERE TO START?



COLLEGE LIST
Name of School
Deadlines (admissions and financial aid)
What is required? (essay, recs, resume)
Reach, Range or Safety

MAKE A CHART!



REACH, RANGE SAFETYREACH, RANGE SAFETYREACH, RANGE SAFETY

ReachReach

RANGERANGE

SAFETYSAFETY
Academic credentials fall below

the school’s range for the
freshman class • Apply to 1 – 2

schools 
Academic credentials are much
higher than the typical range for
their freshman class • Apply to at

least 1 school

Academic credentials fall within or
slightly higher than the school’s

range for the freshman class •
Apply to 2 – 3 schools



COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES SO FAR FOR CLASS OF 2026...

EMORY- 1
CLEMSON- 20

AUBURN - 58

NYU- 1

VANDERBILT- 1

JOHNS HOPKINS- 1

UGA- 85

CORNELL- 1

NOTRE DAME- 1

GA SOUTHERN- 99

GA TECH- 37

FL STATE- 11

U OF TENN- 26 GA STATE-43



NOTEABLE SCHOLARSHIPSNOTEABLE SCHOLARSHIPSNOTEABLE SCHOLARSHIPS

IndependantIndependant collegecollege
Posse Scholarship 

Horatio Alger
Golden Doors 

Gates Scholarship

UNC- Morehead Cain
U of Virginia- Jefferson Scholarship

Davidson- Fellows Scholarship
Multiple Schools-Army ROTC

NC State- Park Scholarship
U of Texas - Eugene McDermott



WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU?WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU?

COLLEGE FITCOLLEGE FIT

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU?

COLLEGE FIT

CAMPUS SIZE
AND LOCATION

COST

PROGRAMS AND
MAJORS

ON CAMPUS
ACTIVITIES



COLLEGE VISITS!

1

2

Stop on campuses during vacations, set up
meetings with financial aid offices, reach out to
program directors, etc 

Not always feasible to visit everywhere. A lot of great
resources on college websites- can give you an idea
of the feel

IN PERSON

VIRTUAL



RESUMERESUME RESUME

SOFT SKILLS

CLUBS/SPORTS

CERTIFICATIONS

BRAG ON YOURSELF!

ACADEMIC

EXTRACURRICULAR

COMMUNITY SERVICE LEADERSHIP

JOB EXPERIENCE

TEMPLATE IN NAVIANCE, CANVA, ETC





RECOMMENDATION LETTERS

Always give
advanced

notice and a
THANK YOU!

Can start asking now! 

Senior Rec Survey in Naviance
“About Me“ “Surveys from My School”

Think about the school and what your
intended major is

READ and pay attention to if recs are
needed or not

Will demonstrate official process in Fall



ESSAYS

PROOFREADSTART NOW TOPIC
Work over the summer on
researching what schools
require essays and what the
topic is 

If a college requires you to
write an essay then they are
going to read it. Make sure you
take it seriously and spend
time editing and perfecting! 

Don’t have an answer to some
commonly asked questions?
Find a summer experience that
you can use to write about! 



ESSAY TIPS

BE AUTHENTIC, REFLECT ON
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, FOCUS ON
A NARROW TOPIC, FOLLOW
INSTRUCTIONS, SEEK FEEDBACK

COMMON APP PROMPTS

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/announcing-2025-2026-common-app-essay-prompts




ADMISSIONS TESTS

WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG

JUNE 6th, AUGUST 22nd,
SEPTEMBER 12th, OCTOBER
3rd 

DIGITAL/ADAPTIVE, MORE
TIME PER QUESTION, SHORT,
SINGLE QUESTION READING
PASSAGES, FEWER MATH
CONCEPTS, COMPLEX
PROBLEMS

WWW.ACT.ORG

JUNE 13th, JULY 11th,
SEPTEMBER 19th, OCTOBER
17th   

PAPER OR ONLINE/FIXED
FORMAT, FASTER PACED,
LONGER READING
PASSAGES, MORE MATH
CONCEPTS, STRAIGHT
FORWARD PROBLEMS

SAT ACT
HAVE YOU ALREADY
TAKEN?

TAKE MULTIPLE TIMES 

OUT OF STATE
SCHOLARSHIPS

EARLY FALL TEST USED
FOR EARLY ADMISSIONS

TEST OPTIONAL?



HOPE AND OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS

MOST MONEY COMES

FROM SCHOOL

ITSELF!

RESEARCH NOW!

LOOK AT LOCAL

SCHOLARSHIPS

NOW FOR NEXT

YEAR!

HOPE

3.0 Academic, unweighted
GPA pays 80-90%

3.7 Academic, unweighted
GPA and 1200 SAT/25 ACT
pays full tuition

ONLY GEORGIA PUBLIC
SCHOOLS







OTHER INFORMATION

GT ADMISSIONS

BLOG

APPLEROUTH

WEBINARS

LASSITER

COUNSELING

PAGE

https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/2024/04/15/three-messages-about-college-admissions-for-juniors/
https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/2024/04/15/three-messages-about-college-admissions-for-juniors/
https://www.applerouth.com/events/webinars
https://www.applerouth.com/events/webinars
https://lassitercounseling.wixsite.com/lhscounseling
https://lassitercounseling.wixsite.com/lhscounseling
https://lassitercounseling.wixsite.com/lhscounseling


ENJOYENJOY Summer Summer

PREPARE but don’t feelPREPARE but don’t feel

like you have tolike you have to

complete thecomplete the

application processapplication process

Let us HELP!Let us HELP!

ENJOY Summer
PREPARE but don’t feel

like you have to
complete the

application process
Let us HELP!
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