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Welcome 
Dr. Odom & 
Mrs. Buhler!
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Email: Make sure you are checking 

your CCSD email regularly

Stay 
Connected

Allatoona High School Website: 

https://www.cobbk12.org/Allatoona

CTLS: Check the Senior Class of 2027 tile in CTLS

@buc_counselors

@allatoonahighschool

@allatoona2027



Parents:
• CTLS 

• PTSA Newsblast
• Dr. Odom’s Friday Newsletter

• Senior Page on Allatoona Website

Students:
• CTLS Senior Page

• Senior Page on Allatoona Website
• SchooLinks

• Allatoona Instagram Pages

How to Stay Informed



M E E T I N G  G R A D U A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

S C H O O L I N K S

F U T U R E  P L A N N I N G

T H E  C O L L E G E  A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S

TONIGHTS AGENDA



Graduation requirements
Subject Credits Required Courses Required

English 4 Units
Literature and Composition 1 | Literature and 

Composition 2|Two additional courses

Mathematics 4 Units

Algebra I | Geometry | Advanced Algebra | plus one 
additional Senior math course. (Foundations of Algebra may be 

used as a fourth math course for graduation. However, four-year 

colleges/universities will require a Senior level math course.)

Science 4 Units
Biology | Physics or Physical Science | Chemistry  Earth 
Science, or Environmental Science plus one additional 

course

Social Studies 3 Units World History | US History | Economics & Government

Health | Personal Fitness 1/2 Unit of Each

Foreign Language | Fine Arts | Career & Technical 3 Units 
Recommendation is to take 3 courses from a single 
area. (Two foreign language courses are required to 
enter four-year colleges/universities.)

Local Electives 4 Units

Total 23 Units



Introducing SchooLinks

SchooLinks is a delivery system 
and a college/career readiness 
platform that helps students 

explore their interests, discover 
career pathways, and plan for 

life after high school.



Multiple uses of schoolinks
College Planning: 

College Application Manager, College Search, Letters of Recommendation

Career Planning & Resume Building: 
Explore Careers, Clusters, and Pathways

Self-Discovery: 
Skills, Personality, and Interest Assessments

Scholarship Search: 
College-specific, National Search, CCSD-specific, School-specific



STUDENTS LOGGING INTO Schoolinks



WHAT IS YOUR CHILD’S 
POST SECONDARY PLAN
• Military service

• Workforce

• Specialty school

• Technical school

• Two year college

• Four year college

• Other (Mission Field, gap 

year, etc)



MILITARY/ARMED FORCES

• Do some research at 
https://www.todays 
military.com

• High School Diploma is 
preferred/required

• Take the ASVAB test at AHS or 
MEPS

• Make contact with branch 
recruiter

• Request your final transcript in 
May.



On the Job Training Apprenticeship

Short Period of Time
Takes 1-6 years to learn the job from 

someone in the field

Structured hands on training
Most skilled trades: HVAC, Electrician, 

cosmetology

Trained by a peer or supervisor Often requires formal licensure

Typically don’t require tests for 
certification/licensure

May also require formal classes to 
learn the job 

ON THE JOB TRAINING VERSUS APPRENTICESHIPS



Two Year Colleges
& Technical Colleges

Chattahoochee Tech

Georgia Highlands College

Technical Colleges with housing: 
North Georgia Tech and South 
Georgia Tech

www.reallygreatsite.com

Technical College System of Georgia
 https://www.tcsg.edu

 

https://www.tcsg.edu/


Two-year school requirements: 

2.0 Core GPA, plus all GA requirements
1

Technical college requirements: High 

School Diploma or GPA
2

Accuplacer preparatory material:

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/

4

See if the SAT/ACT, Accuplacer Exam, or a 

placement test is required. Check with each 

school 

3

2 Year 
Colleges 
and 
Technical 
Colleges



W H AT  D O  I  D O  N O W ? !

I PLAN TO GO TO A 4 YEAR 
COLLEGE!



Points to consider
Check admission requirements by visiting college 
websites

GPA admission requirements vary from school to 
school

Weighted and Unweighted GPAs will be reported 
on CCSD transcript

Class rank is NOT included on transcripts or 
reported on Secondary reports

Some colleges want students who show an interest 
in their school  



Reach, Match, and Safety



Other Factors to Consider

Size and 
Diversity

Location Academic 
Programs

Campus 
Life

Graduation 
and 

Retention 
Rates

Financial Aid & 
Scholarship 

Opportunities



Georgia match
GEORGIA Match helps students and families see what colleges they are eligible to 
attend based on their HOPE GPA through 11th Grade
• Simple way to explore college options and plan next steps
• Students still need to apply!
• Students personalized GEORGIA MATCH colleges will appear in their GA Futures 

Dashboard. 

• Students will receive their GEORGIA MATCH letters from the GSFC/GA Futures in 
October!



GEORGIA STATE, AUGUSTA STATE, 
GEORGIA TECH &

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

Virtual
W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 :  6 : 0 0 - 7 : 0 0  p . m .  
W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  9 :  6 : 0 0 - 7 : 0 0  p . m .  

G e o r g i a  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  S e s s i o n
T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 5 :  6 : 0 0 - 7 : 0 0  p . m .

https://www.peachstatetour.org/ 

https://www.peachstatetour.org/


C O L L E G E  C A S E  S T U D Y  
A N D  C O L L E G E  F A I R

Monday, 
September 14 th  

from 5pm To 8pm 
at Walton High 

School

https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb 

https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb


C o l l e g e  V i s i t s  a t  A l l a t o o n a !

College visits at Allatoona during lunch provide students 
an opportunity to:
• Introduce themselves to a college rep-the rep may be 

the one who reads their application
• Come prepared to ask thoughtful questions-great way 

to make a good first impression and show 
demonstrated interest

• Students can view College Rep visits on SchooLinks and 
the Allatoona Home Page!



THE APPLICATION PROCESS





COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTS 
• A college’s standardized testing policy will 

be clearly explained on their website
• Registration for upcoming SAT and ACT dates
• SAT/ACT Scores
• If a college requires an official SAT/ACT 

score, these scores must be sent directly 
from the testing agencies website. 
Counselors DO NOT send test scores.

• Electronic sending of scores can take a few 
weeks, so plan accordingly

• Some colleges will allow students to self-
report scores

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html


TEST optional policies

•For colleges that are test optional for Fall 2027 Admission
• Students my submit test scores if they believe it will strengthen their 

application
• Submitting test scores may not be required for test-optional colleges (pay 

attention to GPA requirements for these schools)
• Colleges may place greater emphasis on other parts of the application 

(e.g., GPA, essays, activities)
• Always check each college’s website for updated test optional policies 

and admission criteria!



C O M M O N  A P P

The Common App is a free admission application that applicants may use to apply to any of 
the 1,000+ member colleges and unviersities
 Each college charges its own application processing fee

Students must: 
1. Create a Common App account
2. Add colleges to Common App
3. Then the student matches their Common App account to SchooLinks account

https://www.commonapp.org/apply
https://www.commonapp.org/apply


1. Select what colleges you’re applying to ​
2. Determine application types: Common App, Direct to Institution​
3. Submit your college applications – your “package” (may include essays 

and/or a resume)​
4. Send your test scores via College Board/ACT ​
5. Request recommendations (if needed)​
6. Use SchooLinks – our “delivery” system. Students must:​
•  Add colleges​
•  Match your Common App (if using the Common App system)​
• Invite teacher recommenders (if recommendations are needed)​
• Complete Senior Brag Sheet

7. Request initial transcripts through the Counseling Office​

S T E P  B Y  S T E P  
P R O C E S S



WAIVING FERPA

WAIVING YOUR RIGHT LETS  
COLLEGES KNOW THAT YOU DO 
NOT INTEND TO READ YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS,  WHICH 
HELPS  REASSURE COLLEGES 
THAT THE LET TERS ARE CANDID 
AND TRUTHFUL.

SOME RECOMMENDERS MAY 
DECLINE TO WRITE A LET TER 
FOR YOU IF  YOU DO NOT WAIVE 
YOUR RIGHTS.  CHECK WITH 
YOUR COUNSELOR OR 
TEACHERS TO SEE IF  ANY OF 
THEM FOLLOW SUCH A POLICY.



S T E P  1  
 M a ke  s u re  e ve r y  co l l e ge  yo u  a re  a p p l y i n g  to  i s  l i s te d  i n  t h e  C o l l e ge  
A p p l i cat i o n s  M a n a ge r  ( C A M )  i n  S c h o o L i n ks .  ​
• A p p l y i n g  t h ro u g h  C o m m o n  A p p :  Yo u r  co l l e ge s  w i l l  a u to m at i ca l l y  a p p e a r  i n  

C A M  a f te r  yo u  l i n k  yo u  C o m m o n  A p p  
• A p p l y i n g  d i re c t l y  to  a  co l l e ge  ( n o t  u s i n g  C o m m o n  A p p ) :  Yo u  m u st  m a n u a l l y  

a d d  e a c h  co l l e ge  to  C A M  b efo re  re q u e st i n g  yo u r  t ra n s c r i p t .  

S T E P  2
• YO U  M U S T  S I G N  YO U R  T R A N S C R I P T  C A R D  &  PAY  $ 2  P E R  T R A N S C R I P T,  I N  T H E  

C O U N S E L I N G  O F F I C E ​
• C a s h  o r  C h e c k  o n l y  

• F O R  C O M M O N  A P P  D O C U M E N T S ,  YO U  M U S T  L I N K  YO U R  C O M M O N  A P P ​

B OT H  PA R T S  O F  T H E  A B OV E  P R O C E S S  M U S T  B E  C O M P L E T E D  O R  T R A N S C R I P T S  W I L L  N OT  

B E  S E N T.  

Requesting Transcripts
2 Step Process



UGA has requested a l l  appl icants  submit  their  GA Futures transcr ipt .  I f  you 
are apply ing to UGA,  your counselor  wi l l  take care of  sending both your 

common app school  report  and transcr ipt ,  as  wel l  as  your GA Futures 
transcr ipt .  Students must  st i l l  request  and pay for  their  in i t ia l  transcr ipt .  

Cobb County has disabled the opt ion for  students  to  request  and send their  
own transcr ipts .  

When Common App asks you to send your transcript through GA 
FUTURES,  select  YES.  You do not need to self -report your grades.  

UGA TRANSCRIPT UPDATE



Teacher
Recommendations

• Allow at least 2 weeks for teachers to complete their recommendation portion of 
your application. 

• Ask the teacher you would like to write the recommendations BEFORE you submit 
the request in SchooLinks

• Students invite their teachers to upload and send letters of recommendation in 
SchooLinks

Remember to WORK BACKWARDS! If a deadline is 10/15 then make sure you 
request a recommendation before October 1st!

Check if a letter of recommendation is required. If the college does not accept 
one, DO NOT send one! Only send when the colleges request. 

 



Students can search for a teacher or 
manually enter a teacher’s name if it is not 
in the list.

The teacher will be alerted via email of the 
request.

NOTE: Counselor recommendations are 
automatically requested if required by the 
college.



Financial  aid  and 
scholarships



Financial Aid 
•Financial Aid helps students pay for 
college
•Types of Financial Aid
•Scholarships
•Grants
•Student Loans
•Work Study

•Scholarships and grants do not have to 
be repaid
•Student loans MUST be repaid (the 
amount borrowed + interest)



F r e e  A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
F e d e r a l  S t u d e n t  A i d

h t t p s : / / s t u d e n t a i d . g o v

A P P L I C A T I O N  W I L L  
A V A I L A B L E

 I N  
O C T O B E R



SCHOLARSHIPS
• Different types of  scholarships:

• Academic,  community service,  
athlet ic ,  identity  based,  need based,  
mil itary

• Check the scholarship resources in 
SchooLinks!

• Check the col leges website and other 
search engines.  

• Pay Attention to deadl ines!

Where to f ind scholarships:
• SchooLinks
• GAFutures
• College/Univers ity F inancial  Aid Off ice 

Websites
• Online Search Engines (ex:  FastWeb)



HOPE and zell Miller Scholarships

R e m e m b e r  f o r  b o t h  H O P E  a n d  Z e l l  M i l l e r  S c h o l a r s h i p s

• H O P E  G PA  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  G S F C  a n d  f o u n d  o n  G A  F u t u r e s

• H O P E  G PA  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  A l l a t o o n a  Tr a n s c r i p t

• C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  t h e  H O P E  R i g o r  L i s t

• C l i c k  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  H O P E  &  Z e l l  M i l l e r  S c h o l a r s h i p

We  m u st  h ave  yo u r  st u d e nt ’s  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  N u m b e r  o n  f i l e  to  s u b m i t  
a ca de m i c  re co rds  fo r  HO P E  e l i g i b i l i t y !

•HOPE Scholarship
• 3.0  GPA for  core  academic  courses  (Eng l i sh ,  Math,  sc ience,  soc ia l  stud ies ,  and wor ld  language)

• 4 HOPE R igor  Courses

• Zel l  Mil ler  Scholarship
• 3.7  GPA for  core  academic  courses
• 1200 on SAT (1  S i tt ing)  and/or  25 on ACT (1  S i tt ing)

https://www.gafutures.org/media/hvnjflju/rigor-list-january-2023-print-ready.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/media/hvnjflju/rigor-list-january-2023-print-ready.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/


Volunteer Service Hours
Click here for detailed information 
about Allatoona's service hour 
program

Seniors are grandfathered into the 
Service Hour Requirements for this 
school year. 

Submit your service hours by April 
16, 2027!!

https://www.cobbk12.org/allatoona/community-service-information


• Stay tuned for a Financial Aid night presented by the 

Georgia Student Financial Commission!

• Watch your Graduation Credits

*23 Credits to Graduate*

• Counselors are meeting with Seniors now through the end 

of September!

• REACH OUT TO YOUR COUNSELOR IF YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS!! 

WHAT’S NEXT?
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