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Dickerson Middle School  

Rising 7th Grade Suggested Summer 
Reading Guide 

1. Use this throughout the summer when you are reading your 
independent reading book.  

2. This is meant as a guide for you to think ahead before entering 7th 
grade. 

3. It is suggested that you read at least one non-fiction book and a 
variety of fiction genres.  

4. It is suggested that you continue to build your vocabulary by 
completing Membean training sessions.  
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Suggested Reading Materials 

1. It is suggested that you read, on average, 20 minutes a day. You are more than 
welcome to read what you want however, here are some suggested titles and 

authors if you are having trouble.   

Suggested Reading 7th grade 
Most titles available through Sora 

Mystery  
City of Ghosts – Cassidy Blake 
Not if I see you First – Ally Carter  
The Girl from Felony Bay -J.E. Thompson. 
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle – Leslie Connor 
Truly Devious – Maureen Johnson 

Realistic  
Rebound by Kwame Alexander 
Every Shiny Thing - Jensen, Cordelia 
Breakout - Messner, Kate 
Peak – Roland Smith 
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise – Dan Gemeinhart 
The Season of Styx Malone - Kekla Magoon 
Genesis Begins Again - Alicia D. Williams 
House Arrest – K. A. Holt 
Look Both Ways – a tale told in 10 blocks – Jason Reynolds 
Stand Up, Yumi Chung!" – Jessica Kim 
The Thing About Jellyfish – Ali Benjamin  
Dear Sweat Pea – Julie Murphy 
Jason Reynold's  (“Track" series) 
Rain Reign – Ann Martin 
Beyond the Bright Sea -  Lauren Wolk (science and nature) 

 
2. Historical Fiction 

Alan Gratz (anything) 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas – John Boyne 
Call of the Wild – Jack London  
Night Diary - Hiranandani, Veera 
Amal Unbound - Saeed, Aisha 
The Bridge Home – Padma Venkatraman 
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Stella by Starlight – Sharon Draper 
Laurie Halse Anderson (Seeds of America book series starts with Chains) 
 

3. Scifi Fantasy 
Aurora Rising – Amie Kaufman 
SkyWard- Brandon Sanderson 
Harry Potter – J. K. Rowling 
Legend – Marie Lu 
Warcross – Marie Lu 
Red Queen – Victoria Aveyard 
Iron Trials – Holly Black – Cassandra Clare 
Rick Riordan (anything) 
Michael Vey: Prisoner B Cell 25 – Rick Evans 
Runaway King – Jennifer Nielsen  
Scythe – Neal Shusterman (warning violent themes)  
Akata Witch - Nnedi Okorafor 
Orphan Island – Laurel Snyder  
 

 

Non Fiction  (almost always has a higher Lexile level, try to read at least one non-fiction book 

over the summer) here are some suggestions: 

Don Brown Graphic Novels Rocket to the Moon     or     Fever year : the killer flu of 1918 : a 

tragedy in three acts 

Chasing King’s Killer – James Swanson 

Sea Turtle Scientist - Swinburne, Stephen 

Camp Panda: Helping Cubs Return to the Wild -Catherine Thimmesh 

The Boys in the Boat : nine Americans and their epic quest for gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics 

– Daniel James Brown 

They Called Us Enemy – George Takei  

Alexander Hamilton: the Making of America - Teri Kanefield 

The Boy on the Wooden Box : how the impossible became possible- Leon Leyson 

Brown Girl Dreaming - Jacqueline  Woodson  

I am Malala : the girl who stood up for education and was shot by the Taliban - Malala 

Yousafzai with Christina Lamb.  
 

 
Other Recommended Lists 
The Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC)– A division of ALA 
Recommended Summer lists  
ALA/ALSC Newbery and other award winners 
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Georgia Book Award Nominees 
  

 

Cobb County Summer Reading Program and Logging Minutes  

 Information for our summer reading program can be found on the Media Services Summer 
Reading web site at https://www.cobbsummerreading.com/ 

 Ms. Kinchy also has information on her CTLS Page  

 

What to Think about when Reading Fiction 

1. Think and notice these moments while reading. If you are unsure of these, pick one 

“signpost” to notice while reading your book (Standards: RL1,3,6):  

 



5 
 

 
2. Think about these test type questions while reading only focus on 

one while reading:  
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What to think about when Reading Non-Fiction 

When reading the newspaper, online article, biography, or non-fiction book think of these 3 big 
questions, if you can write in your book make these annotations (Standards: RI1-4;6) :  

 

Non-fiction Assessment Type Questions to think about:  
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Paired Text: Nonfiction text paired with a similar fiction topic  
Often times throughout the year we will read two different types of texts with a similar topic 

(non-fiction + fiction). Use these question types if you read a paired text (Standards: RI 7-
9;RL7,9) 

Q1- Question Types  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary -type questions 
 
 

Vocabulary Question Types with Guidance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


