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2024-2025 Transition Talk #2
Post-secondary Training Options

Cobb County School District Transition Services



Superintendent’s Priorities

• Ensure that Cobb is the best place to teach, lead, and learn.

• Simplify our foundation for teaching and learning in order to
prepare for innovation.

• Use data to make decisions.



Special Education Priorities

Centralize 
relationship 
building and 

maintenance.

Enhance 
systematic data 

collection 
processes to 

support progress 
monitoring.

Strive for 
consistency 
across the 

district.



Agenda

• Review meeting norms
• Discuss career exploration opportunities
• Review information from Transition Talk #1
• Explore certification and training programs
• Discuss learning on the job
• Review resources for further exploration
• Preview Transition Talk #3



Learning Target(s)

• The participations will…
• Learn about ways to explore careers
• Understand certification and training program opportunities
• Understand how to pay for and explore certification and training opportunities 
• Know where to look for further information about career exploration and 

certification and training programs
• Know what is coming up in the next Transition Talk



Meeting Norms

Please mute microphones.

Please type questions into the chat, we will address questions at the end of the 
meeting. 

• If we run out of time, we will make sure you are contacted and that your 
question is answered. 

The presentation will be posted to the Transition Services webpage within 48 
hours of the Transition Talk. You will receive through email tomorrow, if you sign 
in. 



Opening



The Future of Georgia



Finding the Right Path

What 
questions 
do you 
need to 
consider?

What are the options based on your high school diploma?

What job or career interests you?

What are you good at?

How long do you want to be in school?

Do you want to live at home or away from home?

How ready are you for work or college academics?

Do you need academic preparation, soft skills, and/or hard skills education? 

Is cost going to be a factor in your path?



Post-secondary Education/Training Options
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Certificate Programs

• Entry Level Workforce Technical 
Certificates can be accomplished without a 
high school diploma. 

• Most programs are one year or less.
• Courses meet specific employment 

requirements. 
• Credits may be applied to other technical 

certificates or diploma programs. 
• Very few options for on-campus housing. 
• Costs vary.

Considerations



Certificate Programs

Examples of Entry Level Workforce 
Certificates

Search for Programs

https://www.chattahoocheetech.edu/workforce-technical-certificates/
https://www.tcsg.edu/find-a-college/programs/


Paying for Certificate Programs

HOPE Career Grant
• Tuition-free programs in 18 high-demand career fields.
• Not all campuses have all programs.
• Students do not need to have a specific GPA leaving high school.
• Can be a part-time or full-time student. 
• Other requirements apply. 

https://www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/


Accessing Accommodations

Technical College System of Georgia
o Apply and receive acceptance
o Self-disclose to the Student Disability Office
o Provide required documentation
o Complete intake session with Disability Office
o Advocate for approved accommodations



Training Programs

• Training is job/career specific.
• Some programs offer certifications.
• The training period is shorter than a college 

experience. 
• Some programs include employability skills 

and job assistance. 
• Very few options for on-campus housing. 
• Cost and financial aid vary. 

Considerations



Training Programs for Further Exploration

Entrance Criteria—
Specific to individuals with 
challenges to employment

• WorkSource Cobb/Cobb 
Works

• Goodwill

• Job Corps

• Urban League of Greater 
Atlanta

Entrance Criteria–
Not specific to any populations

• GA Trade School 

• Mechanical Trade Institute

Entrance Criteria—
Open only to individuals with 
disabilities

• Bobby Dodd Institute

• Tommy Nobis Academy

• Ken’s Krew

• Eaton Academy LEAP 
Program

• Shepherds College

• Roosevelt Warm Springs



Learning on the Job

• Do you want to start your own business?
• Do you want to get paid while training?
• Do you want to go straight to work and work your way up in a 

company?
• Do you need a job coach to help you start a new job?

Considerations



Finding the Right Path

What 
questions 
do you 
need to 
consider?

What are the options based on your high school diploma?

What job or career interests you?

What are you good at?

How long do you want to be in school?

Do you want to live at home or away from home?

How ready are you for work or college academics?

Do you need academic preparation, soft skills, and/or hard skills education? 

Is cost going to be a factor in your path?



What If I’m Not Sure?

Career Exploration
• Interest profilers

• Explore careers

• Pre-Employment Transition Services

https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/career-exploration/


Resources from Cobb County School District

There are several routes for post-secondary education/training research. 
• CTAE Work Based Learning
• Transition Services website

• Post-secondary Education Community Resource Guide
• Employment Community Resource Guide
• One-Pagers

https://www.cobbk12.org/page/48113/ctae-work-based-learning
https://www.cobbk12.org/page/38587/special-education-transition-services


Resources from the State of Georgia

There are several routes for post-secondary education/training research. 
• GA Futures

• College search, scholarship search, probe college fairs, financial aid
• Technical College System of Georgia
• Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.tcsg.edu/find-a-college/programs/
https://gvs.georgia.gov/


Transition Talk Series

When the Bus Stops Coming
• Next: Navigating Employment

• What support exists for employment once 
students leave high school?

• What are the skills employers are looking for?
• How does employment impact benefits?



Question Time

What questions can we answer?



Question Time



Closing

Please complete the survey to help us better support students 
and families with the transition process.  

https://forms.office.com/r/hFm9j6ncWt

